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ANTITRUST
Tier 1

Arnold & Porter 

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton 

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Jones Day 

Sullivan & Cromwell

Tier 2

Covington & Burling 

Cravath Swaine & Moore

Davis Polk & Wardwell

Kirkland & Ellis 

Latham & Watkins

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison 

Sidley Austin 

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom 

Tier 3

Bingham McCutchen 

Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft 

Cahill Gordon & Reindel 

Dechert

Mayer Brown 

O'Melveny & Myers 

Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe

Weil Gotshal & Manges

WilmerHale 

Litigation stars
Kevin Arquit
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

William Baer
Arnold & Porter

Tom Barnett
Covington & Burling

Robert Bloch
Mayer Brown

Arthur Burke
Davis Polk & Wardwell 

George Cary
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Evan Chesler 
Cravath Swaine & Moore

Robert Cooper
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Thomas Demitrack
Jones Day

Michael Denger 
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Paul Denis 
Dechert

James Egan Jr. 
Weil Gotshal & Manges

Richard Favretto
Mayer Brown

Carolyn Feeney
Dechert

Donald Flexner 
Bois Schiller & Flexner

Martin Flumenbaum
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Kenneth Gallo
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Deborah Garza
Covington & Burling

Shepard Goldfein
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Aimee Goldstein
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

David Graham
Sidley Austin

Gary Halling
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton

Ray Hartwell 
Hunton & Williams

Ronan Harty
Davis Polk & Wardwell

Steven Holley 
Sullivan & Cromwell 

Thomas Jackson
Jones Day

Helene Jaffe 
Weil Gotshal & Manges 

Joseph Kattan 
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Mark Kovner
Kirkland & Ellis

Ilene Knable Gotts 
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

William Kolasky 
WilmerHale 

Mark Leddy
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Jeffrey LeVee
Jones Day

Gregg Levy
Covington & Burling

Daryl Libow 
Sullivan & Cromwell 

Andrew Marovitz
Mayer Brown

Joel Mitnick
Sidley Austin

Peter Moll 
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

James Mutchnik 
Kirkland & Ellis

Steven Newborn
Weil Gotshal & Manges

Richard Parker
O’Melveny & Myers

Phillip Proger
Jones Day

Yvonne Quinn 
Sullivan & Cromwell

Robert Rosenfeld
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe

Sean Royall
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
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Charles “Rick” Rule 
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

Joel Sanders
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

William Sherman
Latham & Watkins

Tom Slater
Hunton & Williams

Tefft Smith
Kirkland & Ellis

Gary Spratling
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Richard Steuer
Mayer Brown

Anita Stork
Covington & Burling

Daniel Swanson 
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher 

Joseph Tate
Dechert

Peter Thomas
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

John Treece
Sidley Austin

Joseph Tringali
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

David Tulchin
Sullivan & Cromwell

Daniel Wall
Latham & Watkins

Margaret Zwisler
Latham & Watkins
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APPELLATE
Tier 1

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Kellogg Huber Hansen Todd Evans & Figel

Latham & Watkins

Mayer Brown

O’Melveny & Myers

Robbins Russell Englert Orseck Untereiner &
Sauber

Sidley Austin

WilmerHale

Tier 2

Covington & Burling

Jenner & Block

Jones Day

Vinson & Elkins

Tier 3

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld

Baker Botts

Fulbright & Jaworski

Kirkland & Ellis

McDermott Will & Emery

Morrison & Foerster

Litigation stars
Miller Baker
McDermott Will & Emery

Scott Ballenger
Latham & Watkins

Theodore Boutrous
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Paul Clement
Bancroft 

Edward "Ted" Cruz
Morgan Lewis & Bockius

Walter Dellinger
O’Melveny & Myers

Donald Dunner
Finnegan Henderson Farabow Garrett & Dunner  

John Elwood
Vinson & Elkins

Roy Englert
Robbins Russell Englert Orseck Untereiner &
Sauber

John Estes
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Meir Feder
Jones Day

Jonathan Franklin
Fulbright & Jaworski

David Frederick
Kellogg Huber Hansen Todd Evans & Figel

Andrew Frey
Mayer Brown

Kenneth Geller
Mayer Brown

Thomas Goldstein
Goldstein & Russell

David Gunn
Beck Redden & Secrest

Peter Huber
Kellogg Huber Hansen Todd Evans & Figel

Michael Kellogg
Kellogg Huber Hansen Todd Evans & Figel

Robert Long
Covington & Burling

Maureen Mahoney
Latham & Watkins

Glen Nager
Jones Day

Theodore Olson
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Carter Phillips
Sidley Austin

Joshua Rosenkranz
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe

Stephen Shapiro
Mayer Brown

Sri Srinivasan
O’Melveny & Myers

Evan Tager
Mayer Brown

Richard Taranto
Farr & Taranto

Seth Waxman
WilmerHale
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BANKRUPTCY
Tier 1

Kirkland & Ellis

Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

Sidley Austin

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Weil Gotshal & Manges

Tier 2

Baker Hostetler

Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

Davis Polk & Wardwell

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Vinson & Elkins

White & Case

Tier 3

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Cravath Swaine & Moore

Dickstein Shapiro

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson

Fulbright & Jaworski

Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

Sullivan & Cromwell

Litigation stars
Philip Anker
WilmerHale

Anthony Clark
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

David Cohen
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

James Conlan
Sidley Austin

Linda Dakin-Grimm
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

George Davis
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

Matthew Feldman
Willkie Farr & Gallagher

Evan Flaschen
Bracewell & Giuliani

Susan Freeman
Lewis and Roca

Melanie Gray
Weil Gotshal & Manges

Thomas Hall
Chadbourne & Parke

Benjamin Kaminetzky
Davis Polk & Wardwell

Susheel Kirpalani
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

Thomas Lauria
White & Case

Andrew Leblanc
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

Richard Levin
Cravath Swaine & Moore

Thomas Moloney
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Irving Picard
Baker Hostetler

Sascha Rand
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

Richard Rothman
Weil Gotshal & Manges

Brad Eric Scheler
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson

David Sheehan
Baker Hostetler

Daniel Stewart
Vinson & Elkins

Karen Wagner
Davis Polk & Wardwell

Richard Werder
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
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GENERAL COMMERCIAL
Tier1

Cravath Swaine & Moore    

Davis Polk & Wardwell     

Kirkland & Ellis

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan  

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Sullivan & Cromwell

Williams & Connolly

Tier 2 

Baker Botts    

Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Covington & Burling

Debevoise & Plimpton

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Jenner & Block

Jones Day

Kaye Scholer

Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

Latham & Watkins

Morrison & Foerster

Munger Tolles & Olson

O'Melveny & Myers

Sidley Austin

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Weil Gotshal & Manges

WilmerHale

Winston & Strawn

Tier 3

Bingham McCutchen

Cadwalder Wickersham & Taft 

Fulbright & Jaworski

Mayer Brown  

Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy 

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman

Shearman & Sterling 

White & Case  

Litigation stars
Bruce Abbott  
Munger Tolles & Olson

Jack Auspitz  
Morrison & Foerster

Fred Bartlit Jr.
Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott

Stuart Baskin  
Shearman & Sterling

Philip Beck
Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott 

David Beck
Beck Redden & Secrest

Steven Bierman   
Sidley Austin

David Boies   
Boies Schiller & Flexner

Theodore Boutrous Jr.  
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Brad Brian  
Munger Tolles & Olson

James Brosnahan  
Morrison & Foerster

Thomas Buchanan  
Winston & Strawn

Bobby Burchfield  
McDermott Will & Emery

Evan Chesler  
Cravath Swaine & Moore 

Richard Clary   
Cravath Swaine & Moore 

Vincent Connelly  
Mayer Brown

Robert Cooper  
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Greg Danilow  
Weil Gotshal & Manges 

Michael Dell  
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

Gandolfo “Vince” DiBlasi  
Sullivan & Cromwell

Scott Edelman   
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

Martin Flumenbaum  
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Robert Giuffra 
Sullivan & Cromwell

Richard Godfrey  
Kirkland & Ellis

Sandra Goldstein   
Cravath Swaine & Moore 

John Hall   
Covington & Burling

Jason Halper   
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

Kirke Hasson
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman

Robert Heim  
Dechert 

John Hickey Jr.  
Kirkland & Ellis

Keith Hummel   
Cravath Swaine & Moore

David Ichel  
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

William Jeffress 
Baker Botts

Brad Karp  
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Jay Kasner  
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Marc Kasowitz  
Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman

Thomas Kavaler  
Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Raoul Kennedy  
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

John Kiernan  
Debevoise & Plimpton

Jeffrey Lamken  
Molo Lamken

Jonathan Lerner  
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Alan Levine   
Cooley Godward Kronish

Lewis Liman  
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Joan Lukey  
Ropes & Gray



NATIONAL RANKINGS

76

Gregory Markel  
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

Randy Mastro  
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Steven McCormick  
Kirkland & Ellis

William McGuinness   
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson

Ralph Miller  
Weil Gotshal  & Manges

Theodore Mirvis  
Wacthell Lipton Rosen & Katz 

Gary Naftalis  
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

Thomas Nolan  
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Yvette Ostolaza  
Weil Gotshal & Manges

Barry Ostrager  
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Peter Ostroff  
Sidley Austin

Lawrence Pedowitz  
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz 

Mark Perry
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher 

Daniel Petrocelli  
O'Melveny & Myers

Donn Pickett   
Bingham McCutchen

Mark Pomerantz  
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

James Quinn  
Weil Gotshal & Manges

John Quinn  
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

Joseph Rebein 
Shook Hardy & Bacon

Daniel Reidy  
Jones Day

Thomas Rice
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Eric Roth  
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Aaron Rubinstein  
Kaye Scholer

Miles Ruthberg  
Latham & Watkins

Louis Solomon
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

Edward Soto  
Weil Gotshal & Manges

Jeffrey Stone  
McDermott Will & Emery

Brendan Sullivan Jr.   
Williams & Connolly

Stephen Susman  
Susman & Godfrey

Andrew Tulumello  
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

John Villa  
Williams & Connolly

Paul Vizcarrondo  
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Herbert Wachtell  
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Herbert Washer  
Shearman & Sterling

Dan Webb
Winston & Strawn

Theodore Wells Jr.
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
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INSURANCE
Tier 1

Covington & Burling

Jenner & Block

Sidley Austin

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Tier 2

Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Dickstein Shapiro

Hogan Lovells

Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman

Morgan Lewis & Bockius

Mound Cotton Wollan & Greengrass

SNR Denton

Tier 3

Anderson Kill & Olick

Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

Dewey & LeBoeuf

McDermott Will & Emery

Mendes & Mount

Perkins Coie

Proskauer Rose

Reed Smith

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Steptoe & Johnson

Litigation stars
Andrew Amer
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Reid Ashinoff
SNR Denton

Mitchell Auslander
Willkie Farr & Gallagher

Michael Barr
SNR Denton

Donald Brown
Covington & Burling

John Buchanan
Covington & Burling

Nancy Sher Cohen
Proskauer Rose

Robin Cohen
Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman

Stuart Cotton
Mound Cotton Wollan & Greengrass

Mitchell Dolin
Covington & Burling

Anthony Gambardella
Rivkin Radler

Wayne Glaubinger
Mound Cotton Wollan & Greengrass

Michael Goldstein
Mound Cotton Wollan & Greengrass

William Greaney
Covington & Burling

Robert Heim
Dechert

Michael Horton
Morgan Lewis & Bockius

Robert Johnson
SNR Denton

Leon Kellner
Dickstein Shapiro

Linda Kornfeld
Jenner & Block

Edward Krugman
Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Luke Lynch
D’Amato & Lynch

Lorelie Masters
Jenner & Block

Jonathan Mathias Jr.
Jenner & Block

Jerold Oshinsky
Jenner & Block

Barry Ostrager
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Randy Paar
Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman

Kirk Pasich
Dickstein Shapiro

Thorn Rosenthal
Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Tancred Schiavoni
O’Melveny & Myers

Mary Kay Vyskocil
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Margaret Warner
McDermott Will & Emery

Paul Zevnik
Morgan Lewis & Bockius
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Tier 1

Finnegan Henderson Farabow Garrett & Dunner 

Fish & Richardson

Fitzpatrick Cella Harper & Scinto

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher 

Irell & Manella

Kirkland & Ellis 

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

WilmerHale 

Tier 2

Covington & Burling

Cravath Swaine & Moore

Davis Polk & Wardwell

Dickstein Shapiro 

Kaye Scholer 

Morrison & Foerster 

Munger Tolles & Olson 

Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler 

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison 

Robins Kaplan Miller & Ciresi

Sidley Austin 

Tier 3

Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott

Debevoise & Plimpton

Dechert

Jones Day 

Kenyon & Kenyon 

Kilpatrick  Townsend & Stockton 

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel 

Latham & Watkins

McDermott Will & Emery 

McKool Smith

O'Melveny & Myers

Ropes & Gray 

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton

Weil Gotshal & Manges

Litigation stars
Gregory Arovas
Kirkland & Ellis

Robert Baechtold
Fitzpatrick Cella Harper & Scinto

Wayne Barsky
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Thomas Beck
Sidley Austin

Leora Ben-Ami
Kaye Scholer

David Bernstein
Debevoise & Plimpton

William Brewster
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton

Juanita Brooks
Fish & Richardson

Nicholas Cannella
Fitzpatrick Cella Harper & Scinto

Richard Cederoth
Sidley Austin

Dale Cendali
Kirkland & Ellis

Neel Chatterjee
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe

Morgan Chu
Irell & Manella

Nicholas Coch
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

Ruffin Cordell
Fish & Richardson

John Desmarais
Desmarais LLP

John DiMatteo
Willkie Farr & Gallagher

Gregory Diskant
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler

Donald Dunner
Finnegan Henderson Farabow Garrett & Dunner

James Elacqua
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Steven Fabrizio
Jenner & Block

Anthony Fenwick
Davis Polk & Wardwell

Alan Fisch
Kaye Scholer 

Robert Fram
Covington & Burling

Nicholas Groombridge
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Robert Haslam
Covington & Burling

Gary Hoffman
Dickstein Shapiro

Christopher Hughes
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

Keith Hummel
Cravath Swaine & Moore

Chad Johnson
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann

Martin Katz
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton

Bruce Keller
Debevoise & Plimpton

Josh Krevitt
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Robert Krupka
Kirkland & Ellis

William Lee
WilmerHale

Matthew Lehr
Davis Polk & Wardwell

Jeffrey ID Lewis
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler

George Lombardi
Winston & Strawn

William McCabe
Ropes & Gray

Harold McElhinny
Morrison & Foerster

Michael McKool
McKool Smith

Joseph O’Malley
Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker\

George Pappas
Covington & Burling

Glenn Pomerantz
Munger Tolles & Olson
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David Pritikin
Sidley Austin

John Quinn
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

Pasquale Razzano
Fitzpatrick Cella Harper & Scinto

George Riley
O’Melveny & Myers

Frank Scherkenbach
Fish & Richardson

Mark Selwyn
WilmerHale

William Solander
Fitzpatrick Cella Harper & Scinto

William Streff
Kirkland & Ellis

Charles Verhoeven
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

Perry Viscounty
Latham & Watkins

Harold Weinberger
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel
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Investigations under the FCPA are at an all-
time high, and the government continues to
extend its reach under the act, broadening

its theories of liability. In one recent trend, the
government increasingly has relied on a re-
envisioned willful-blindness theory to support
criminal liability. Under this theory, the
government seeks to impute to the company
knowledge of illicit payments to government
officials if there were sufficient ‘red flags’
associated with the transaction, and the
company failed to conduct adequate due
diligence to rule out the possibility of bribery.
While inadequate due diligence has long been a
basis for civil liability under the FCPA’s books
and records and internal controls provisions,
these cases represent a significant—and
arguably unwarranted—expansion of the
common-law willful blindness doctrine that
Congress codified in the FCPA.

A recent Supreme Court decision, however,
calls this expansion into question.  Addressing
willful blindness for the first time in over a
century, the court in Global-Tech Appliances,
Inc. v. Seb S.A., 563 US (2011), confirmed that
willful blindness cannot be based on a
company’s mere negligence or recklessness in
failing to uncover a bribe. Rather, the doctrine
applies only in the narrow circumstance when
a company acts with a conscious purpose to
avoid knowledge of the truth.  

Common-Law Willful Blindness
The common-law willful blindness doctrine
has long been used to ensure that those who
remain deliberately ignorant of otherwise
incriminating facts do not escape prosecution.
Most criminal statutes require proof that the
defendant acted knowingly or willfully; the
willful blindness doctrine thus seeks to prevent
defendants from escaping the statutes’ reach
by burying their heads in the sand and then
pleading ignorance. 

Courts have been careful to distinguish
willful blindness from mere recklessness or
negligence. A reckless defendant is one who
knowingly disregards a substantial and
unjustified risk of wrongdoing, and a negligent
defendant is one who should have known of a
similar risk but, in fact, did not. Neither
recklessness nor negligence is sufficient to
establish willful blindness. The critical element
that separates willful blindness from these less

culpable mental states is that the defendant
must have acted with a conscious purpose to
avoid learning the truth. 

Willful Blindness under the FCPA
The FCPA’s definition of knowledge also
codifies the willful blindness doctrine by
providing that, “Knowledge is established if a
person is aware of a high probability of the
existence of such circumstance, unless the
person actually believes that such
circumstance does not exist.” 15 U.S.C. 
§78dd-1(f)(2). As the conference report
accompanying the bill explained, the provision
“was meant to preclude a ‘head-in-the-sand’
approach involving willful ignorance of facts
and circumstances underlying the subject
transaction which would indicate the payment
of a bribe.”

The government, however, has taken a
much broader view of the FCPA’s willful
blindness provision, using it in effect as a tool
to punish companies for conducting
inadequate due diligence. The issue arises
most frequently when a company makes a
payment to a third party in connection with a
transaction with a government agency. In the
government’s view, if the facts and
circumstances surrounding the transaction
raise sufficient ‘red flags’ suggesting that illicit
payments are being made to government
officials, the company is guilty of willful
blindness if it proceeds with the transaction
without having conducted adequate due
diligence to rule out that possibility. 

These facts, however, show at most that the
company was reckless or negligent, i.e. that it
proceeded in the face of a known or obvious
risk of a bribe. The critical element necessary
for willful blindness is missing: The company
did not take any actions to purposely avoid
learning the truth. To establish willful
blindness under the traditional view, the
government would have to show that the
company deliberately avoided learning of the
bribe (for example, by instructing its
employees not to ask any questions). Any
good faith effort to investigate would preclude
a finding of willful blindness, even if the
government deemed the investigation
inadequate, and even if the company was
unable to rule out the possibility of bribery. 

Supreme Court’s Recent Guidance
The Supreme Court’s holding in Global-Tech
Appliances, Inc. v. Seb S.A., 563 U.S. (2011),
casts substantial doubt on the viability of the
government’s theory. As the court explained,
the willful blindness doctrine has two basic
requirements: the defendant must 1)
subjectively believe that there is a high
probability that a fact exists, and 2) take
deliberate acts to avoid learning of that fact.
The court expressly rejected the view that
disregarding a known risk of illegal activity is
sufficient, holding that there must also be
“active efforts” to avoid incriminating
knowledge. This requirement, the court
explained, gives willful blindness “an
appropriately limited scope that surpasses
recklessness and negligence.” Under the
court’s formulation, “a willfully blind
defendant is one who takes deliberate actions
to avoid confirming a high probability of
wrongdoing and who can almost be said to
have actually known the critical facts.”

The Supreme Court’s decision in Global-
Tech thus confirms that it is not enough for the
government to argue that the defendant was
aware of ‘red flags’ indicating a high
probability of bribery, and failed to conduct
adequate due diligence to rule out that
possibility. The government must also show
that the defendant deliberately took steps to
avoid learning of the bribe in order to
“manufacture a claim of plausible deniability.”
Whether enforcement officials will temper
their position in light of Global-Tech remains
to be seen, but it should serve to restrain the
government’s attempt to extend FCPA liability
in this area. 

* Ms. Popp and Ms. Koehler are partners in the
White Collar Group of Sidley Austin LLP's
Washington, D.C. Office, which is recognized
for its significant experience in advising and
defending clients with respect to the FCPA and
other international anti-corruption laws.  The
authors would like to thank Peter G. Jensen and
Elizabeth A. Phelps, associates at Sidley, who
assisted in the preparation of this article.

Dropping the Blinders from 
the Government’s Willful 
Blindness Standard:  
Global-Tech Appliances v. Seb
Karen A Popp and Kristin Graham Koehler,* Sidley Austin
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INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION
Tier 1

Debevoise & Plimpton

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

King & Spalding

White & Case

Tier 2

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Covington & Burling

Crowell & Moring

Hughes Hubbard & Reed

Latham & Watkins

Sidley Austin

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Sullivan & Cromwell

Tier 3

Allen & Overy

Arnold & Porter

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson

Fulbright & Jaworski

Shearman & Sterling

Litigation stars
Guillermo Aguilar-Alvarez
King & Spalding

Stanimir Alexandrov
Sidley Austin

Arif Ali
Crowell & Moring

Mark Baker
Fulbright & Jaworski

Mark Beckett
Latham & Watkins

Doak Bishop
King & Spalding

Nigel Blackaby
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

James Carter
Dewey & Leboeuf

Alexandre de Gramont
Crowell & Moring

Donald Donovan
Debevoise & Plimpton

John Fellas
Hughes Hubbard & Reed

Paul Friedland
White & Case

Oscar Garibaldi
Covington & Burling

Jean Kalicki
Arnold & Porter

Edward Kehoe
King & Spalding

Benno Kimmelman
Allen & Overy

Brian King
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

Carolyn Lamm
White & Case

Andrea Menaker
White & Case

Joseph Neuhaus
Sullivan & Cromwell

Elliot Polebaum
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson

Daniel Price
Sidley Austin

Lucy Reed
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

David W Rivkin
Debevoise & Plimpton

Ank Santens
White & Case

Robert Smit
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Abby Cohen Smutny
White & Case

John Townsend
Hughes Hubbard & Reed

Howard Zelbo
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
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PRODUCTS LIABILITY
Tier 1

Dechert

Hughes Hubbard & Reed

Kaye Scholer

Kirkland & Ellis

Shook Hardy & Bacon

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Williams & Connolly

Tier 2

Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Goodwin Procter

Jones Day

King & Spalding

Morrison & Foerster

Reed Smith

Sidley Austin

Wheeler Trigg & Kennedy

Winston & Strawn

Womble & Carlyle

Tier 3

Arnold & Porter

Bryan Cave

Butler Snow

Chadbourne & Parke

Debevoise & Plimpton

Latham & Watkins

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough

O’Melveny & Myers

Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe

Pepper Hamilton

Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold

Weil Gotshal & Manges

Litigation stars
Robert Adams
Shook Hardy & Bacon

Mark Anstoetter
Shook Hardy & Bacon

Dan Ball
Bryan Cave

Philip Beck
Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott

John Beisner
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Sheila Birnbaum
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Michael Brown
Reed Smith

Ralph Campillo
Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold 

David Covey
Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold

Michael Davis
Sidley Austin

David Dukes
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough

Maja Eaton
Sidley Austin

Hope Freiwald
Dechert

James Gidley
Perkins Coie

Steven Glickstein
Kaye Scholer

Richard Goetz
O'Melveny & Myers 

Sara Gourley
Sidley Austin

Theodore Grossman
Jones Day

Nina Gussack
Pepper Hamilton

F Lane Heard
Williams & Connolly

Christy Jones
Butler Snow

Harvey Kaplan
Shook Hardy & Bacon

Elizabeth "Liza" Kessler
Jones Day

Gary Long
Shook Hardy & Bacon

Arvin Maskin
Weil Gotshal & Manges

Theodore Mayer
Hughes Hubbard & Reed 

Jay Mayesh
Kaye Scholer

Edward Moss
Shook Hardy & Bacon

Kathleen Patterson
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe 

Debra Pole
Sidley Austin

Ellen Reisman
Arnold & Porter

Christine Rolph
Latham & Watkins

Ezra Rosenberg
Dechert

James Rosenthal
Arnold & Porter

Michael Scott
Reed Smith

James Stengel
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe 

Bettina Strauss
Bryan Cave

Diane Sullivan
Dechert

Michael Tannenbaum
Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold 

Daniel Thomasch
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Terry Tottenham
Fulbright & Jaworski

Stephen Urbanczyk
Williams & Connolly

Chilton Varner
King & Spalding

Vincent Walkowiak
King & Spalding

David Wallace
Chadbourne & Parke

Dan Webb
Winston & Strawn

Malcolm Wheeler
Wheeler Trigg O'Donnell

Phoebe Wilkinson
Chadbourne & Parke

Eugene Williams
Shook Hardy & Bacon
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SECURITIES
Tier 1

Cravath Swaine & Moore 

Davis Polk & Wardwell

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Sullivan & Cromwell

Wachtell Lipton & Rosen & Katz

Tier 2

Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Debevoise & Plimpton

Latham & Watkins

Morrison & Foerster

Shearman & Sterling

Sidley Austin

Tier 3

Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann

Bingham McCutchen

Dechert

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson 

Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman

King & Spalding

McDermott Will & Emery

Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

O’Melveny & Myers

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

Weil Gotshal & Manges

Winston & Strawn

Litigation stars
Joseph Allerhand
Weil Gotshal & Manges

Bruce Angiolillo
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Seth Aronson
O'Melveny & Myers

William Baker III
Latham & Watkins

Robert Baron
Cravath Swaine & Moore

Stuart Baskin
Shearman & Sterling

Gary Bendinger
Sidley Austin

James Benedict
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

David Braff
Sullivan & Cromwell

David Brodsky
Latham & Watkins

Gregory Bruch
Willkie Farr & Gallagher

Bradley Butwin
O'Melveny & Myers

James Carroll
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Michael Chepiga
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Evan Chesler
Cravath Swaine & Moore

Richard Clary
Cravath Swaine & Moore

Paul Curnin
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Charles Davidow
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Gandolfo “Vince” DiBlasi
Sullivan & Cromwell

Michael Doluisio
Dechert

Scott Edelman
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

Neil Eggleston
Debevoise & Plimpton

Jordan Eth
Morrison & Foerster

Douglas Flaum
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson

Robert Giuffra
Sullivan & Cromwell

David Graham
Sidley Austin

Adam Hakki
Shearman & Sterling

David Ichel
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Jeffrey Jacobson
Debevoise & Plimpton

Brad Karp
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Thomas Kavaler
Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Jeffrey Kilduff
O'Melveny & Myers

Matthew Kipp
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

David Kistenbroker
Katten Muchin Rosenman

Daniel Kramer
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Thomas Lee
Dechert

Jonathan Lerner
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Mitchell Lowenthal
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Colleen Mahoney
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Gregory Markel
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

Randy Mastro
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

William McLucas
WilmerHale

Sean Murphy
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

Scott Musoff
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
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Tracy Nichols
Holland & Knight

Julie North
Cravath Swaine & Moore

Bernard Nussbaum
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Richard Pepperman
Sullivan & Cromwell

Robert Pietrzak
Sidley Austin

Jonathan Polkes
Weil Gotshal & Manges

James Quinn
Weil Gotshal & Manges

Barry Rashkover
Sidley Austin

Robert Rosen
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Eric Roth
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

William Russell
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Robert Sacks
Sullivan & Cromwell

Steven Scholes
McDermott Will & Emery

Jeffrey Smith
Bingham McCutchen

John Spiegel
Munger Tolles & Olson

Warren Stern
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Paul Vizcarrondo
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

David Walsh
Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker

Herbert Washer
Shearman & Sterling

Harry Weiss
WilmerHale

James Windels
Davis Polk & Wardwell

Mark Wolinsky
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Michael Young
Willkie Farr & Gallagher

Thomas Zaccaro
Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker
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WHITE-COLLAR CRIME
Tier 1

Davis Polk & Wardwell

Debevoise & Plimpton

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Sidley Austin

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Sullivan & Cromwell

Williams & Connolly

Tier 2

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Dechert

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Keker & Van Nest

Kirkland & Ellis

Latham & Watkins

Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason Anello & Bohrer

Steptoe & Johnson

Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

WilmerHale

Winston & Strawn

Tier 3

Fried Frank  Harris Shriver & Jacobson

Goodwin Procter

Hogan Lovells

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

O’Melveny & Myers

Weil Gotshal & Manges

Zuckerman Spaeder

Litigation stars
Elkan Abramowitz
Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason Anello & Bohrer

David Anders
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Robert Bennett
Hogan Lovells

Barry Berke
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

Sean Berkowitz
Latham & Watkins

Robert Brewer
Jones Day

Thomas Buchanan
Winston & Strawn

William Burck
Weil Gotshal & Manges

Larry Byrne
Linklaters

Joe Caldwell
Baker Botts

Andrew Ceresney
Debevoise & Plimpton

Kenneth Conboy
Latham & Watkins

Jack Cooney
McKool Smith

Gandolfo “Vince” DiBlasi
Sullivan & Cromwell

Carey Dunne
Davis Polk & Wardwell

Mark Filip
Kirkland & Ellis

Matthew Fishbein
Debevoise & Plimpton

Stephen Fishbein
Shearman & Sterling

Alice Fisher
Latham & Watkins

Martin Flumenbaum
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Geoffrey Garinther
Venable

Thomas Green
Sidley Austin

William Jeffress
Baker Botts

Robert Jossen
Dechert

John Keker
Keker & Van Nest

David Kelley
Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Scott Lassar
Sidley Austin

Andrew Levander
Dechert

Lewis Liman
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Richard Marmaro
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Edward McDonald
Dechert

Stan Mortenson
Baker Botts

Robert Morvillo
Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason Anello & Bohrer

Mark Mukasey
Bracewell & Giuliani

Michael Mukasey
Debevoise & Plimpton

Scott Muller
Davis Polk & Wardwell

Gary Naftalis
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

Lawrence Pedowitz
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Mark Pomerantz
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Karen Popp
Sidley Austin

Daniel Reidy
Jones Day

John Savarese
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

David Schindler
Latham & Watkins
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William Schwartz
Cooley Godward Kronish

Howard Shapiro
WilmerHale

Eric Sitarchuk
Morgan Lewis & Bockius

Audrey Strauss
Fried Frank  Harris Shriver & Jacobson

Brendan Sullivan
Williams & Connolly

Patrick Swan
Luce Forward

Joseph Warin
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Dan Webb 
Winston & Strawn

Reid Weingarten
Steptoe & Johnson

Theodore Wells
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Mary Jo White
Debevoise & Plimpton

Bruce Yannett
Debevoise & Plimpton

David Zornow
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
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