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Local litigation firms

Highly recommended

Recommended

Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann

Anderson Kill & Olick

Boies Schiller & Flexner

Chadbourne & Parke

Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

Cooley

Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Covington & Burling

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Curtis Mallet-Prevost Colt & Mosle

Cravath Swaine & Moore Dechert

Davis Polk & Wardwell Jones Day
Debevoise & Plimpton Kaye Scholer
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer Kirkland & Ellis

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson

Latham & Watkins

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Linklaters

Hughes Hubbard & Reed

Mayer Brown

Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman

McDermott Will & Emery

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

Morrison & Foerster

Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

Morvillo Abramowitz Grand lason Anello & Bohrer

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler

Nixon Peabody

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

O'Melveny & Myers

Proskauer Rose

Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe

Local litigation stars

Elkan Abramowitz
Morvillo Abramowitz Grand lason Anello & Bohrer
White-Collar Crime

Floyd Abrams
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
Commercial Litigation, Intellectual Property

Guillermo Aguilar-Alvarez
King & Spalding
International Arbitration

Joseph Allerhand
Weil Gotshal & Manges
Securities

Andrew Amer
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Insurance, International Arbitration

David Anders
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
White-Collar Crime

Robert Anello
Morvillo Abramowitz Grand lason Anello & Bohrer
White-Collar Crime

Bruce Angiolillo
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Securities

Philip Anker
WilmerHale
Bankruptcy

Joseph Armao
Linklaters
Antitrust, Securities, White-Collar Crime

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

Schulte Roth & Zabel

Shearman & Sterling

Weil Gotshal & Manges

Sidley Austin

White & Case

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Willkie Farr & Gallagher

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

WilmerHale

Sullivan & Cromwell

Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
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Oliver Armas
Chadbourne & Parke
International Arbitration

Kevin Arquit
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Antitrust

Mitchell Auslander
Willkie Farr & Gallagher
Civil Litigation, Insurance

Jack Auspitz
Morrison & Foerster
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Robert Baechtold
Fitzpatrick Cella Harper & Scinto
Intellectual Property

Scott Balber

Chadbourne & Parke

Bankruptcy, Commercial Litigation, Intellectual
Property, Securities

Steven Baldini
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
Bankruptcy

Celia Barenholtz
Cooley
Commercial Litigation, Intellectual Property
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Robert Baron
Cravath Swaine & Moore
Commercial Litigation, Securities

Bradley Butwin
O'Melveny & Myers
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Jack Cooney
McKool Smith
White-Collar Crime

Michael Barr
SNR Denton
Appellate, Insurance, Securities

Stuart Baskin
Shearman & Sterling
Antitrust, Commerecial Litigation, Securities

Thomas Beck
Sidley Austin
Intellectual Property

Mark Beckett
Latham & Watkins
International Arbitration, White-Collar Crime

Leora Ben-Ami
Kaye Scholer
Intellectual Property

Gary Bendinger
Sidley Austin
Securities

James Benedict
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy
Appellate, Antitrust, Securities

Max Berger
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann
Securities

Barry Berke
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel
White-Collar Crime

David Bernstein
Debevoise & Plimpton
Intellectual Property

Steven Bierman
Sidley Austin
Commercial Litigation

Sheila Birnbaum
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
Appellate, Insurance

Frances Bivens
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Commercial Litigation

David Boies
Boies Schiller & Flexner
Antitrust, Securities, White-Collar Litigation

David Braff
Sullivan & Cromwell
Intellectual Property, Securities

David Brodsky
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Securities, White-Collar Crime

David Brodsky
Latham & Watkins
Securities

Arthur Burke
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Securities

Lawrence Byrne

Linklaters

Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Securities, White-
Collar Crime

Peter Calamari
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Intellectual Property, Securities

Nicholas Cannella
Fitzpatrick Cella Harper & Scinto
lintellectual Property

Wayne Carlin
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Civil Litigation, White-Collar Crime

Michael Carlinsky
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Commercial Litigation

George Carpinello
Boies Schiller & Flexner
Appellate, Civil Litigation

Michael Carroll
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Professional Liability, Securities

William Cavanaugh

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler

Antitrust, Commerecial Litigation, Intellectual
Property

Dale Cendali
Kirkland & Ellis
Intellectual Property

Michael Chepiga
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Securities

Evan Chesler

Cravath Swaine & Moore

Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Intellectual
Property, Securities

Richard Clary
Cravath Swaine & Moore
Antitrust, Appellate, Intellectual Property, Securities

Robert Cleary
Proskauer Rose
Criminal Litigation

Nicholas Coch
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel
Intellectual Property

Robert Cohen

Dechert

Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Intellectual
Property, Products Liability, Securities, White-Collar
Crime

Robin Cohen
Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman
Insurance
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Stuart Cotton
Mound Cotton Wollan & Greengrass
Insurance

David Covey
Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold
Appellate, Commercial Litigation

Denis Cronin
Vinson & Elkins
Bankruptcy

Paul Curnin
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Securities, White-Collar Crime

James Dabney
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson
Intellectual Property

Greg Danilow
Weil Gotshal & Manges
Securities

Israel David
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson
Commerecial Litigation, Securities

George Davis
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft
Bankruptcy

Michael Dell
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel
Appellate, Insurance, Securities

John Desmarais
Desmarais LLP
Intellectual Property

Gandolfo “Vince” DiBlasi
Sullivan & Cromwell
Commercial Litigation, Insurance, Securities

John DiMatteo
Willkie Farr & Gallagher
Intellectual Property

Greg Diskant
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
Intellectual Property

William “Ned” Dodds
Dechert
White-Collar Crime

Donald Donovan
Debevoise & Plimpton
International Arbitration

Dimitrios Drivas
White & Case
Intellectual Property

Carey Dunne
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Commercial Litigation

Scott Edelman
Milbank Tweed Hadley &McCloy
Securities
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Grant Esposito
Morrison & Foerster
Commercial Litigation, Securities

David Gelfand
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy
Civil Litigation, Commercial Litigation

Adam Hakki
Shearman & Sterling
Commercial Litigation, Securities

Leslie Fagen

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Employment
Litigation, Insurance, Intellectual Property,
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Meir Feder
Jones Day
Appellate

Matthew Feldman
Willkie Farr & Gallagher
Bankruptcy

John Fellas
Hughes Hubbard & Reed
International Arbitration

Michael Gertzman
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
Antitrust, Securities, White-Collar Crime

Thomas Hall
Chadbourne & Parke
Bankruptcy

Charles Gilman

Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Commercial Litigation, Intellectual Property,
Securities

Mark Gimbel
Covington & Burling
Securities

Robert Giuffra

Sullivan & Cromwell

Commercial Litigation, Securities, White-Collar
Crime

Matthew Fishbein
Debevoise & Plimpton
White-Collar Crime

Wayne Glaubinger
Mound Cotton Wollan & Greengrass
Insurance

Stephen Fishbein
Shearman & Sterling
Antitrust, Commercial Litigation

Dennis Glazer
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Securities

Marshall Fishman
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Commercial Litigation

Steven Glickstein
Kaye Scholer
Products Liability

Douglas Flaum
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson
Commercial Litigation, Securities

Samuel Goldblatt
Nixon Peabody
Products Liability

Martin Flumenbaum

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Intellectual
Property, Securities, White-Collar Crime

Philip Forlenza
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
Securities

Frederic Fox
Kaplan Fox
Securities

Andrew Frey
Mayer Brown
Appellate

Paul Friedland
White & Case
Commercial Litigation, International Arbitration

David Friedman
Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman
Bankruptcy

Shepard Goldfein
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
Antitrust, White-Collar Crime

Aimee Goldstein
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Antitrust

Howard Goldstein
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson
Commercial Litigation, White-Collar Crime

Michael Goldstein
Mound Cotton Wollan & Greengrass
Insurance

Sandra Goldstein
Cravath Swaine & Moore
Commercial Litigation, Securities

Mark Goodman

Debevoise & Plimpton

Commercial Litigation, Products Liability, White-
Collar Crime

Anthony Gambardella

Peter Greene

Rivkin Radler Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
Insurance Antitrust, Appellate
Faith Gay Nicholas Groombridge

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

Appellate, Intellectual Property, Securities, White-

Collar Crime
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Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
Appellate, Intellectual Property

Erik Haas

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler

Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Intellectual
Property, Products Liability

Jason Halper
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft
International Arbitration, Securities

Steven Hammond
Hughes Hubbard & Reed
International Arbitration

Mark Harris
Proskauer Rose
Appellate

Ronan Harty
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Antitrust

Peter Haveles
Kaye Scholer
Commercial Litigation

Michelle Hirschman
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
White-Collar Crime

Steven Holley
Sullivan & Cromwell
Securities

Robert Horkovich
Anderson Kill & Olick
Bankruptcy, Insurance

Keith Hummel
Cravath Swaine & Moore
Intellectual Property

David Ichel
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Antitrust, Insurance, Products Liability, Securities

Jeffrey Jacobson

Debevoise & Plimpton

Commercial Litigation, Securities, White-Collar
Crime

Helene Jaffe
Weil Gotshal & Manges
Antitrust, Intellectual Property

Gregory Joseph
The Law Firm of Gregory Joseph
Commercial Litigation

Benjamin Kaminetzky
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Bankruptcy

Brad Karp

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
Employment Litigation, Insurance, Intellectual
Property, Securities, White-Collar Crime

Jay Kasner
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
Commercial Litigation, Securities
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Marc Kasowitz
Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman
Antitrust, Securities, White-Collar Crime

Thomas Kavaler
Cabhill Gordon & Reindel
Commercial Litigation

Edward Kehoe
King & Spalding
International Arbitration

Bruce Keller
Debevoise & Plimpton
Intellectual Property

David Kelley
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
Commercial Litigation, Securities

John Kerr
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Commercial Litigation, Insurance

John Kiernan
Debevoise & Plimpton
Commercial Litigation

Michael Kim
Kobre & Kim
Commercial Litigation

Brian King
Freshfields Bruckhaus & Deringer
International Arbitration

T Barry Kingham
Curtis Mallet-Prevost Colt & Mosle
Commercial Litigation

Susheel Kirpalani
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Bankruptcy

Norman Kleinberg

Hughes Hubbard & Reed

Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Intellectual
Property, Securities

Irene Knable Gotts
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Antitrust

Daniel Kolb
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Antitrust, Appellate, Securities

Daniel Kramer
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
Securities

Josh Krevitt
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
Intellectual Property

Edward Krugman
Cahill Gordon & Reindell
Insurance

Glenn Kurtz
White & Case
Commercial Litigation

Eliot Lauer
Curtis Mallet-Prevost Colt & Mosle
Securities

Carmen Lawrence

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson
Commercial Litigation, Securities, White-Collar
Crime

Jonathan Lerner
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
Appellate, Commercial Litigation, Securities

Edward McDonald
Dechert
Appellate, Securities, White-Collar Crime

William McGuinness

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson
Commercial Litigation, Intellectual Property,
Securities

Andrew Levander

Dechert

Appellate, Commercial Litigation, Securities, White-
Collar Crime

Richard Levin
Cravath Swaine & Moore
Bankruptcy

Alan Levine

Cooley Godward Kronish

Commercial Litigation, Securities, White-Collar
Litigation

Jeffrey ID Lewis
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
Intellectual Property-

Lewis Liman
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
White-Collar Crime

Robert LoBue
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
Antitrust, Appellate, Intellectual Property

Mitchell Lowenthal
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Securities

William Maguire
Hughes Hubbard & Reed
Securities

Aaron Marcu
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Commercial Litigation, White-Collar Crime

Theodore Mirvis
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Joel Mitnick
Sidley Austin
Antitrust, Securities

Thomas Moloney
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Bankruptcy

Robert Morvillo
Morvillo Abramowitz Grand lason Anello & Bohrer
White-Collar Crime

Scott Muller
Davis Polk & Wardwell
White-Collar Crime

Sean Murphy
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy
Antitrust, Securities

Gary Naftalis

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

Antitrust, Appellate, Insurance, Securities, White-
Collar Crime

Shawn Naunton
Zuckerman Spaeder
Commercial Litigation, Securities

Joseph Neuhaus

Sullivan & Cromwell

Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Intellectual
Property

Gregory Markel
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft
Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Securities

Julie North
Cravath Swaine & Moore
Commercial Litigation, Securities

Gregg Mashberg
Proskauer Rose
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Bernard Nussbaum
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Securities

Arvin Maskin
Weil Gotshal & Manges
Products Liability

Joseph O’Malley
Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker
Intellectual Property

Randy Mastro
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
Securities

Brendan O’Rourke
Proskauer Rose
Intellectual Property

Theodore Mayer
Hughes Hubbard & Reed
Products Liability

Joseph Ortego
Nixon Peabody
Commercial Litigation

Jay Mayesh
Kaye Scholer
Commercial Litigation, Products Liability

Barry Ostrager
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Insurance, International Arbitration

Thomas McCormack
Chadbourne & Parke
Commercial Litigation, Securities

Steven Obus
Proskauer Rose
Appellate, Insurance
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Randy Paar
Kasowitz Benson Torees & Friedman
Insurance

Pasquale Razzano
Fitzpatrick Cella Harper & Scinto
Intellectual Property

Bradley Ruskin
Proskauer Rose
Commercial Litigation

Lawrence Pedowitz
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Commercial Litigation, White-Collar Crime

Roy Reardon
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Antitrust, Products Liability, Securities

Peter Sacripanti
McDermott Will & Emery
Products Liability

Richard Pepperman
Sullivan & Cromwell
Antitrust, Securities, White-Collar Crime

Lucy Reed
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
International Arbitration

John Savarese
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Martin Perschetz
Schulte Roth & Zabel
White-Collar Crime

Steven Reiss
Weil Gotshal & Manges
Appellate, Commercial Litigation

Tancred Schiavoni
O'Melveny & Myers
Insurance

Irving Picard
Baker Hostetler
Bankruptcy, Securities

Robert Pietrzak
Sidley Austin
Securities

Jonathan Polkes
Weil Gotshal & Manges
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Stuart Pollack
DLA Piper
Intellectual Property

Mark Pomerantz
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Lawrence Portnoy
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Securities

William Pratt
Kirkland & Ellis
Antitrust, Securities

James Quinn

Weil Gotshal & Manges

Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Intellectual
Property

Mark Ressler

Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman
Commercial Litigation, Securities, White-Collar
Crime

William Schwartz

Cooley

Commerecial Litigation, Securities, White-Collar
Crime

Thomas Rice
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Commercial Litigation

Richard Schwed
Shearman & Sterling
Antitrust

Bruce Rich
Weil Gotshal & Manges
Intellectual Property

Philippe Selendy
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Commercial Litigation, Insurance, Securities

Yosef Riemer
Kirkland & Ellis
Antitrust, Appellate, Intellectual Property

Robert Sentner
Nixon Peabody
International Arbitration

Thomas Riley

Karen Patton Seymour

Chadbourne & Parke Sullivan & Cromwell
Products Liability White-Collar Crime
David W Rivkin Samuel Seymour

Debevoise & Plimpton
International Arbitration

Sullivan & Cromwell
White-Collar Crime

Benito Romano Penny Shane
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer Sullivan & Cromwell
White-Collar Crime Securities

Richard Rosen Saul Shapiro

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
Securities

Yvonne Quinn
Sullivan & Cromwell
Antitrust

Thorn Rosenthal
Cabhill Gordon & Reindel
Insurance

Sascha Rand
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Bankruptcy

Eric Roth
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Commercial Litigation, Insurance, Securities

Barry Rashkover
Sidley Austin
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Richard Rothman
Weil Gotshal & Manges
Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Securities

Stephen Ratner
Proskauer Rose
Commercial Litigation, Securities

James Rouhandeh
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Securities

Ronald Rauchberg
Proskauer Rose
Antitrust

Aaron Rubinstein
Kaye Scholer
Antitrust, Commercial Litigation, Securities

Alan Raylesberg
Chadbourne & Parke
Commercial Litigation

Andrew Ruffino
Covington & Burling
Commercial Litigation

314 BENCHMARK LITIGATION

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
Commercial Litigation, Securities, White-Collar
Crime

David Sheehan
Baker Hostetler
Bankruptcey, Securities

Barry Sher
Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker
Commercial Litigation

Michael Shuster
Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman
Antitrust, Securities

Peter Simmons
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson
Commercial Litigation, Securities

Deborah Skakel
Dickstein Shapiro
Securities

Howard “Peter” Sloane
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
Commercial Litigation, Insurance
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Robert Smit Peter Tomlinson Roger Witten

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler WilmerHale

Commercial Litigation Securities, White-Collar Crime Commercial Litigation, International Litigation
Orin Snyder David Tulchin Marc Wolinsky

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
Intellectual Property, Securities, White-Collar Crime

Sullivan & Cromwell
Antitrust, Intellectual Property, Securities

Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Insurance, Securities

William Solander
Fitzpatrick Cella Harper & Scinto
Intellectual Property

Peter Vizcarrondo
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Bruce Yannett
Debevoise & Plimpton
White-Collar Crime

Louis Solomon
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft
Antitrust, Intellectual Property

Karen Wagner
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Bankruptcy

Michael Young
Willkie Farr & Gallagher
Securities

Gary Stein
Schulte Roth & Zabel
Commercial Litigation

Herbert Wachtell
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Commercial Litigation

Steven Younger
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
Commercial Litigation

James Stengel

Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe

Bankruptcy, Commercial Litigation, Products
Liability, Securities

Andrew Stern
Sidley Austin
Securities

Warren Stern
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Securities

Richard Steuer
Mayer Brown
Antitrust

Evan Stewart
Zuckerman Spaeder
Commercial Litigation

David Wallace

Steven Zalesin

Chadbourne & Parke Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
Products Liability Intellectual Property
John Warden Howard Zelbo

Sullivan & Cromwell
Antitrust, Intellectual Property, Securities

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
International Arbitration

James Warnot

David Zornow

Linklaters Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
Commercial Litigation White-Collar Crime
Herbert Washer

Shearman & Sterling
Commercial Litigation, Securities

Harold Weinberger

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel
Commercial Litigation, Appellate, Intellectual
Property

Alan Stone
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy
Commercial Litigation

Lawrence Weinstein
Proskauer Rose
Intellectual Property

Audrey Strauss
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Theodore Wells
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
White-Collar Crime

Kathleen Sullivan
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Appellate

Clifford Thau
Vinson & Elkins
Commercial Litigation

John Thier
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
Appellate, Securities

Daniel Thomasch
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
Commercial Litigation

Joseph Tringali
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Antitrust, Commercial Litigation

Michael Tomaino
Sullivan & Cromwell
Securities

Richard Werder

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Appellate, Bankruptcey, Intellectual Property,
Securities

Mary Jo White
Debevoise & Plimpton
Securities, White-Collar Crime

Phoebe Wilkinson
Chadbourne & Parke
Products Liability

James Windels
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Commercial Litigation, Securities

Penny Windle
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
Commercial Litigation, Insurance, Securities

Robert Wise
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Antitrust, Securities
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Future stars

Catherine Amirfar
Debevoise & Plimpton

Jonathan Bach
Cooley

John Baughman
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Christopher Boehning
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Gary Bornstein
Cravath Swaine & Moore

Roger Brooks
Cravath Swaine & Moore

Banks Brown
McDermott Will & Emery

Susanna Buergel
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Timothy Cameron
Cravath Swaine & Moore

Sarah Cave
Hughes Hubbard & Reed

Andrew Ceresney
Debevoise & Plimpton

Mark Cohen
Cohen & Gresser

Robert Cote
McKool Smith
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Stephen DiPrima Jeffrey Oelke

Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz White & Case

Andrew Dunlap Adam Offenhartz
Kirkland & Ellis Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Benjamin Duke
Covington & Burling

Steven Paradise
Vinson & Elkins

James Fitzpatrick
Hughes Hubbard & Reed

Steven Peikin
Sullivan & Cromwell

Salvatore Graziano
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann

Daniel Perry
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

Maura Grinalds
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Brian Polovoy
Shearman & Sterling

Michael Gruenglas
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Daniel Reisner
Kaye Scholer

Joel Haims
Morrison & Foerster

William Russell
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Claudia Hammerman
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Daniel Ruzumna
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler

Beatrice Hamza Bassey
Hughes Hubbard & Reed

William Savitt
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

James Herschlein Christopher Shore

Kaye Scholer White & Case

Daniel Jocelyn Adam Siegel

McDermott Will & Emery Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Nancy Kestenbaum Gerald Silk

Covington & Burling

Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann

Gayle Klein Randi Singer

McKool Smith Weil Gotshal & Manges
John Lavelle Sung-Hee Suh

Sidley Austin Schulte Roth & Zabel
Gregory Loss Michael Swartz
Chadbourne & Parke Schulte Roth & Zabel
Obiamaka Madubuko Timothy Treanor

McDermott Will & Emery

Sidley Austin

Aaron Marks
Kasowitz Torres Benson & Friedman

Geoffrey Vance
McDermott Will & Emery

Joseph McLaughlin Charles Weir

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett McDermott Will & Emery
Robert Milne Aric Wu

White & Case Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

Maura Kathleen Monaghan
Debevoise & Plimpton

Jonathan Moses
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Peter Neiman
WilmerHale

Sharon Nelles
Sullivan & Cromwell

Lynn Neuner
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

John Neuwirth
Weil Gotshal & Manges
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Jonathan Youngwood
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
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New York

New York, and New York City in particular, remains the nerve center for litigation
not only on the east coast, but also arguably in the United States. Every national
firm maintains a presence here, as do several internationally headquartered
firms, and the city’s positioning as one of the global epicenters for financial
institutions and publicly traded companies ensures that it will continue to see a
healthy volume of litigation of every stripe. Additionally, an increasing number of
firms headquartered and well established in neighboring states, and even some
from far-flung locales such as the Midwest and the Southeast, have made inroads
into setting up shop in New York, with varying degrees of success.

Highly recommended firms

Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann
Plaintiff “powerhouse” Bernstein Litowitz
Berger & Grossmann is unique in that it is
not only one of the most successful
contingency fee plaintiff firms, with many
record-setting verdicts and settlements to its
credit, but it is also one of the only plaintiff
firms to be almost uniformly praised by past
and present opponents on the defense side;
peers on both sides of the aisle refer to the
firm as “premier,” “preeminent,” or “the
cream” in its contingency fee securities fraud
capacity. One defense lawyer even goes so far
as to say, “Bernstein Litowitz has distin-
guished itself by not only staying levels above
many of the other plaintiff firms who just
take ‘cheap shots’ but also by putting forth
some really compelling arguments. They’ve
given firms twice their size a run for their
money.” Clients also offer praise, with one
confirming that the firm was chosen as
counsel due to its “wealth of experience and
sterling reputation.” The firm recently logged
a victory on behalf of client Ontario Teachers
Pension Plan Board, when, in July 2011, the
former directors and officers, auditor, and
stock underwriters of Washington Mutual
agreed to pay $208.5 million to settle
securities fraud charges that they misled
investors before the bank holding company
collapsed in September 2008.

Max Berger, acknowledged as “the sage”
by peers, is still the most recognizable name
at the firm and its “senior statesman.”
However, attention is being increasingly
drawn to younger partners Gerald Silk and
Salvatore Graziano. “Max still provides
expert guidance there, but Jerry and Sal are
going to be the dangerous new breed in the
not-too-distant future,” surmises one peer.

Boies Schiller & Flexner

Formed in 1997, Boies Schiller & Flexner has
etched itself a maverick image within the
crowded field of New York litigation
workshops. Housing over 200 lawyers in its
three locations within the state, the firm
reinforces its uncompromising stance by
remaining headquartered in Armonk, as
opposed to New York City, although it does

maintain a New York office, as well as one in
Albany. The firm benefits from its unique
position of straddling both plaintiff and
defense work, with cases on opposite sides of
the aisle often in the same month. Examples
of this flexibility include the firm’s securities
fraud claims on behalf of plaintiff Starr
International against Chinese MediaExpress,
and the firm’s successful defense of a
securities fraud matter on behalf of Goldman
Sachs in a case in which the plaintiffs sought
$1 billion in claims. Both of these cases made
headlines in July 2011.

For a firm that came into existence
relatively recently, Boies Schiller’s footprint
has mushroomed at astonishing levels, and
it’s no secret within the litigation community
that this rests almost entirely on the
shoulders of seemingly ubiquitous name
partner David Boies, who elicits a staggering
amount of recognition from peers from every
corner of the US. “David Boies is everywhere,
all the time,” observes one peer, who goes on
to say, “He brings in an unparalleled level of
work, and he seems stretched so thin I can’t
help but wonder how he keeps up!” Perhaps
the answer to that rhetorical observation
comes from another peer, who offers, “Boies
is extremely crafty, very strategic as to his
involvement in the cases. He also takes
chances, some involving huge risks, that
manage to consistently pay off.”

Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft

With over 200 vyears of experience,
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft is one of the
oldest firms in New York. “This is an historic
firm,” observes one peer. While an Empire
State institution, it also maintains offices in
Washington DC, Beijing, London, Charlotte,
and, as of 2011, new offices in Houston and
Brussels. The firm handles a variety of
antitrust, commercial and securities litigation
cases and recently redefined its focus on
financial services and intellectual property
litigation. Its New York office got further
shots in the arm in March 2010, when it
added three former Proskauer Rose partners,
including litigation star Louis Solomon, and
in 2011, when the firm enhanced its DC
presence with the addition of antitrust star
Peter Moll, late of the now-defunct Howrey.

THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO AMERICAS LEADING LITIGATION FIRMS & ATTORNEYS 317

Within the firm, litigation department
chairman Gregory Markel commands brand-
name status for his antitrust, securities, and
commercial litigation practice. In addition to
being chief litigation counsel for Pfizer,
Markel also currently represents UBS in a
$686 million dispute against Highland
Capital Management, which recently
survived a motion to dismiss when a New
York judge found allegations that Highland
Financial participated in a scheme that
enabled its affiliates to avoid making required
payments to UBS were legitimate. “Greg
Markel is the heavy hitter at Cadwalader,”
asserts a peer. However, Jason Halper also
receives recognition. Halper, along with
Markel, is defending Bank of America and its
LaSalle Bank subsidiaries in pending
litigation relating to breach of certain
representations and warranties in connection
with the origination, underwriting, or closing
of commercial mortgage-backed securities.

Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Cahill Gordon & Reindel’s New York
headquarters remains a force to be reckoned
with. Peers ascertain that “Cahill is still
bringing it home” within the areas of general
commercial litigation, securities, antitrust,
and insurance. “They’ve got talent on all
levels — from senior statesmen to rising
stars.”

Representing the “senior statesmen”
category, Floyd Abrams is universally
regarded as an authority on First Amendment
law, litigating highly publicized matters
before the US Supreme Court and helping
shape national media policy. With clients that
include the largest publishers and
broadcasters in the world, Abrams is still
considered one of the most influential
attorneys in his field. Securities litigator Tom
Kavaler represented the Bank of New York in
litigation brought by investment fund
Bluebird Partners after its purchase of
Continental Airlines trust certificates, for
which the client serves as Collateral Trustee.
The litigation concerns a $28.6 million
litigation reserve fund established by the
client in anticipation of claims for legal
defense costs by other certificate trustees and
their counsel who had been targets of prior
litigation  brought by Bluebird. Bluebird
alleged that the creation and size of the
litigation reserve fund diminished and
delayed distributions’ to the certificate
holders. Commercial and securities litigator
Jonathan Thier is commended by peers for
being “spot-on and perfect at sizing up a case
early.” Thier is currently representing Time
Warner Cable in ongoing class-action
litigation concerning frustrations with Time
Warner’s internet service. Former future star
Penny Windle has “made the big leagues”
according to peers, one of whom exclaims,
“She is a star now, she’s got it!”

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton has
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established itself as a top-tier national firm
and has grown into an international
powerhouse over the past 63 years.
Headquartered in the financial district of
New York City, the firm is distinguished by
its impressive securities and financial services
practices, and its international arbitration
capacity is also earning an increasing amount
of recognition. Cleary Gottlieb made
headlines several times in July of 2011; early
in the month, firm lawyers were successful on
appeal of blocking access to hundreds of
millions of dollars of assets that holders of
Argentinian bond notes were attempting to
collect on in the wake of the country’s default
on these bonds over 10 years ago, and in the
last week of July, the firm also triumphed on
behalf of HSBC by extricating the bank of
over $6 billion in claims brought by Bernard

Barron was leaving the firm to become in-
house counsel at Morgan Stanley, and the
official retirement of Paul Saunders in 2011.

These departures, however, have done little
to erode Cravath’s prestige, peers still are of
the opinion that “They have a stable of
white-hot talent over there.” Among that
talent, Evan Chesler, whose name is almost
unanimously uttered by peers (and usually
followed by “of course”), serves as lead
counsel in antitrust, commercial and
securities cases, and his A-list client base
reads like a “who’s who” of leaders in their
respective industries, including Alcoa,
Morgan Stanley, Merck, Novartis, and
Qualcomm. One peer speculates “Now, if
Evan left Cravath, that would be a problem
for them.” However, peers are also quick to
offer acclaim for other partners, including

k€, peer offers, ‘David Boies [of Boies Schiller] is extremely

crafty, very strategic as to his involvement in the cases. He also

takes chances, some involving huge risks, that manage to

consistently pay off! 4

Madoff’s liquidation trustee, alleging that
HSBC enabled Madoff’s Ponzi scheme.

Thomas Moloney, a seasoned securities
litigator, was responsible for the HSBC
victory, and peers have been acknowledging
his acumen even prior to the recent decision
in that case. Lewis Liman was frequently
namechecked in the news throughout 2009
and 2010 for negotiating with the SEC on
behalf of Bank of America and defending the
bank against allegations that it lied to
investors by failing to disclose the $5.8
billion it had agreed to pay to Merrill Lynch
executives before it bought Merrill in
September 2008. White-collar and securities
lawyer David Brodsky has also been tackling
limelight-grabbing matters, including the
Audit Committee investigation of Deutsche
Bank regarding questionable investigative
and surveillance activities originating in the
bank’s corporate security department, and
advising hedge fund Galleon in the
investigation of allegations of its engagement
in insider trading.

Cravath Swaine & Moore

Since its formation almost two centuries ago,
Cravath Swaine & Moore still has only one
office in New York and another in London.
Its reputation, however, is virtually
unassailable. Praise for the firm is almost
unanimous, with peers calling Cravath “a
gold-standard Wall Street firm,” and “the
definitive white-shoe workshop.” The firm’s
team of brand-name litigators has been
trimmed over the last year, with the
unfortunate early 2010 death of senior
partner Robert Joffe, the July 2010
announcement that superstar litigator Francis
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Sandra Goldstein, who, in representing
Barnes & Noble in a challenge to a poison
pill adopted by the company in November
2009, successfully argued on the client’s
behalf before Delaware Supreme Court in
March 2011; Robert Baron, who handles
securities, alien tort, and trade secrets
litigation matters; and securities litigator
Richard Clary, who one peer champions as
“a terrific litigator, one of the most talented
adversaries I've faced.”

Davis Polk & Wardwell

Davis Polk & Wardwell enjoys a stature as
one of the most celebrated of New York
firms, and many peers consider the firm a
yardstick against which to measure their own
success. While its diverse practice portfolio
has grown to include bankruptcy, products
liability, and intellectual property, the firm is
best known for its work in antitrust, general
commercial litigation, securities and white-
collar crime. Although Davis Polk saw the
departure of Denis Mclnerney in early 2010,
and the official retirement of white-collar
“legend” Robert Fiske in 2011, peer opinion
of its New York bench confirms that it
remains a “stacked deck” of often-mentioned
litigators. Clients also chime in with their
support, with one crowing, “We look for the
highest quality attorneys at a firm that has
proven experience and that has retained a
deep and broad bench, and that’s why we
look no further than Davis Polk.”

Antitrust, commercial and securities star
Arthur Burke, who works out of the firm’s
California office as well as New York, is
commended by clients for his “intellectual
ability, litigation experience and knowledge,

sound business judgment, and creative
problem-solving solutions.” This same client
applies the same praise to Michael Carroll,
and goes on to say that “Between Arthur and
Michael, we believe we are getting the most
capable attorneys available.” Carroll has
within the last 12 months successfully
represented Comcast in connection with a
discrimination action filed by Tennis Channel
before the FCC, as well as representing
PricewaterhouseCoopers nationwide in all of
its civil litigations and investigations relating
to the Bernard Madoff Ponzi scheme. James
Windels is working with Carroll on these, as
well as handling separate matters for PwC
concerning options backdating.

Debevoise & Plimpton

Debevoise & Plimpton maintains a
commanding presence on the global stage
from its New York headquarters. The firm’s
securities enforcement and white-collar crime
practices garner special attention from peers,
and its international arbitration capacity is
seen by peers as “not the gold standard - it’s
the platinum standard. No other firm comes
close to Debevoise for this.” The firm’s global
approach receives equal acclaim from clients,
one of whom enthuses, “Based on my
experience, Debevoise is my first choice for
any future large international arbitration
matter.”

Litigation chair Mary Jo White carries a
monster presence in the white-collar crime
arena. “Mary Jo has to be at the top of any
list,” says a competitor. “She is a force of
nature.” The independent directors of News
Corporation recently retained White and
former US Attorney General Michael
Mukasey to represent them in the alleged UK
phone-hacking and police bribing incident.
Andrew Ceresney is viewed as White’s future
successor as the firm’s top white-collar crime
lynchpin. He represents clients in criminal,
civil and  Securities and Exchange
Commission enforcement matters, with a
particular focus on securities-related and
money laundering matters for financial
institutions. “I hear great things about
Andrew Ceresney,” says a peer. “He is a
rising star.” He currently represents
JPMorgan Chase and its affiliated companies
in connection with regulatory inquiries
concerning its home lending business. Donald
Donovan concentrates his practice on
international disputes before courts in the US,
international arbitration tribunals and
international courts. David W Rivkin handles
international litigation and arbitration
matters out of the firm’s New York and
London offices.

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

One of the “Magic Circle” firms
headquartered in the United Kingdom, the
New  York outpost of Freshfields
concentrates primarily on the antitrust and
securities  practices, and boasts an
international arbitration presence that peers
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consider “undeniable.” The firm further
bolstered its domestic litigation presence
when it added three new partners to its New
York office in 2010: Marshall Fishman,
formerly of Kramer Levin Naftalis &
Frankel, Walter Stuart, formerly of Vinson &
Elkins, and David Onorato, former in-house
counsel at Bank of America. All three possess
illustrious backgrounds in litigation at their
previous posts, and are currently attending to
sizeable litigation matters at Freshfields. One
peer asserts, “I know all three of these guys,
and you should definitely be hearing more
about them in the near future.”

Onorato represented RBS in cross-border
litigation in London and Dallas arising out of
the sale of the Liverpool Football Club to the
owners of the Boston Red Sox, in which RBS
obtained injunctions prohibiting the Club’s
former owners from interfering with the sale.
Namechecked litigation star Aaron Marcu
worked with Onorato on this matter, and
Marcu is also representing the former CEO
of UBS’s wealth management business in
criminal and SEC investigations arising from
an alleged scheme to assist thousands of US
taxpayers in evading their US income tax
obligations. Within the firm’s international
arbitration unit, Lucy Reed is widely
recognized as “very smart, very attractive to
clients, very sharp and hard-working.” Peers
go on to mention that “She commands a
good team in New York and is definitely a
leader in the field.” Reed, along with fellow
international arbitrator Brian King, is
representing the Government of Turkey in the
defense of three separate arbitrations brought
under the Energy Charter Treaty by
Cypriot/Polish companies alleging the
expropriation of an investment they claim to
have made in the power sector in Turkey.

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson plays
an instrumental role advising on the matters
that shape Wall Street’s financial
infrastructure. The firm has thrived during
and after the financial crisis, deploying its
expertly trained complex commercial
lawyers, mergers and acquisitions experts
and white collar team to navigate high-stakes
matters on behalf of global Fortune500
companies, national banks, broker-dealers,
hedge funds, reinsurance companies,
municipal bond insurers and high profile
directors and officers in a range of industries.
Litigation department chair William
McGuinness handles commercial litigation,
including securities and intellectual property.
A peer enthuses, “I like him.” Audrey Strauss
represents institutions and individuals in
white-collar criminal defense and regulatory
matters. She is representing numerous
partners at “Big Four” accounting firms in
SEC investigations with respect to audit-
related conduct and independence issues.
Peers are all in accordance that “Audrey is
the big name over there and on the
enforcement and white-collar scene in

general. She is talented and well respected.”
Douglas Flaum is noted for representing
several major financial institutions. In one of
the past year’s most eye-catching decisions,
he artfully convinced a Manhattan federal
judge to dismiss a $109 billion shareholder
suit against client Wells Fargo in connection
with its purchase of Wachovia and its
mortgage portfolio in 2008. Israel David
played a key role in the Wells Fargo case with
Flaum. Although several billion dollars in
bondholder claims survived the motion and
remain on the table, the dismissal of the
shareholder claims was clearly a triumph for
Wells Fargo and the Fried Frank team.

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher is seeing its star
rising in virtually all jurisdictions in which it
operates. Litigators in the firm’s New York
office have been at the forefront of some very
high-profile and hotly contested litigation
matters, with their services called upon by
some of the world’s most recognized clients.
Fortifying what was already considered a
crackerjack litigation team, the New York
office benefited even further with the recent
addition of products liability star Daniel
Thomasch, late of Orrick Herrington &
Sutcliffe.

Randy Mastro commands respect for being
a “brilliant and effective” litigator who
“always brings a fresh perspective and will
fight you to the end.” One peer even jokes,
“You do not want to meet Randy down a
dark alley. But you REALLY don’t to meet
him in a lighted courtroom.” Mastro has
been guiding Chevron through a massive and
contentious battle with the Republic of
Ecuador concerning Ecuador’s insistence that
Chevron is culpable for the polluting of the
Amazon Basin. In the latest stages of nearly
two decades worth of litigation, Mastro has
repeatedly triumphed on Chevron’s behalf by
proving that the waste was actually due to
negligence on the part of Texaco, long before
Chevron purchased that company, and that
Chevron had since adequately provided for a
reasonable share of the cleanup costs. In the
most recent development, Mastro was able to
uncover damning new evidence in the form of
outtakes of a film documentary on the
subject, which exposes many of Ecuador’s
claims as being fraudulent. Intellectual
property and media litigator Orin Snyder is
also acknowledged for his expanding
technology and entertainment client base that
includes household names like Apple, Google
and Facebook. “Orin’s got very trendy
clients,” observes a peer.

Hughes Hubbard & Reed

Hughes Hubbard &  Reed offers
sophisticated legal services to a diverse group
of businesses and professional communities
across the US and abroad. The firm’s New
York headquarters enjoys an elevated profile
on the strength of some impressive litigation
matters, and praise for the firm is robust
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from peers and clients alike. One client offers
a particularly glowing accolade: “All lawyers
in this firm treat us as if we are their most
important client, even though we know we’re
not. They are extremely talented in their
profession or specialty, and they as
individuals all possess integrity, ethics and the
ability to work with you to solve issues.” The
firm made news twice in June 2011 with two
partial victories: one on behalf of IndyMac
by blocking additional investors from
entering into securities fraud claims against
the client, and the other on behalf of
Dairyland Power Cooperative, a nuclear
plant operator that sued the US government
for failing to make good on its contractual
obligation to develop a plan to dispose of
nuclear waste. Dairyland claimed $37 million
in damages, and was awarded $25 million.
Theodore Mayer is recognized as a
“products liability king” who, in 2009,
negotiated a $180 million settlement on
behalf of Merck with third-party payers in
190 suits involving the painkiller Vioxx.
Competitors also recognize William Maguire
for his representation of James Giddens, the
Trustee in the SIPA liquidation of Lehman
Brothers’ North American broker-dealer
subsidiary, in litigation with Barclays Capital
over Barclays’ purchase of $47 billion of
assets from Lehman in September 2008. The
firm is also noted for having a thriving degree
of talent at the “next-generation” level,
including international arbitration star John
Fellas and future star Beatrice Hamza Bassey,
securities future star Sarah Cave, and

intellectual property future star Jim
Fitzpatrick.

Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman
Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman

continues to have the litigation community
talking, and peers remain sharply divided in
their opinions of its courtroom tactics. Some
disdain the firm’s “rogue” approach, while
an equally vocal contingent insists the firm
operates the way all true trial lawyers should:
“Kasowitz could teach a lot of other
litigators a thing or two, about backbone and
about strategy. The proof of the pudding is
that they are delivering the goods, and those
who don’t like them frankly probably feel
that way because Kasowitz scooped clients or
partners from them,” opines one peer. The
firm enjoys success with what’s considered,
by New York standards, an unconventional
model of being strictly litigation-focused,
juggling plaintiff and defense work. The firm
is also bolstering ‘its intellectual property
capacity, having recently poached a team of
IP litigators from Sutherland Asbill &
Brennan in Georgia.

Name partner Marc Kasowitz is a
commercial trial lawyer who, while either
revered or reviled by peers, has been actively
courted by the media and uniformly praised
by clients. “Marc is a superb advocate. While
settlements are sometimes unavoidable, with
Marc representing you, you at least know
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you can go to trial if necessary.” Kasowitz
leads a team representing Fairfax Financial in
a case arising out of an attack on Fairfax by
a group of short-selling hedge funds, for
which Fairfax is seeking $6 billion in
damages for harm suffered as a result of the
attack. The trial is set for late 2011. Mark
Ressler is representing Bayerische Hypo Und-
Vereinsbank, a German financial institution,
in several litigation matters. Other notable
mentions are insurance litigator Randy Paar,
commercial litigator Michael Shuster, and
future star Aaron Marks.

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

With its New York headquarters serving as
its only domestic office, Kramer Levin
Naftalis & Frankel has garnered a solid
reputation for its portfolio of general
commercial litigation, white-collar
enforcement, and intellectual property
matters, at the trial and appellate levels. The
firm, and in particular, white-collar veteran
Gary Naftalis, was thrust into the headlines
in 2011 when it was announced that Naftalis
would be representing Rajat Gupta, the
former McKinsey Company managing
director who has been indicted for aiding and
abetting insider trading in the Galleon
scandal. Gupta is the only individual out of
the 28 sued to date that has been ordered to
appear before an SEC proceeding rather than
a standard federal trial, and Naftalis is
actively petitioning to get the trial venue
moved.

Peers and clients alike continue to champion
Naftalis’ experience and demeanor, with the
commonly held view being that “everybody
knows him, and what’s more, everybody likes
him.” At the same time, peers also
acknowledge that Kramer Levin “has done a
great job shifting the mantle” at the trial level
to Barry Berke, who peers observe “is
becoming the go-to guy for white-collar trial
work,” and at the trial and appellate level to
Michael Dell, who earns resounding praise and
boasts a client roster that includes Deloitte &
Touche among others. Peers also recommend
Harold Weinberger for his deftness in dealing
with false advertising and Lanham Act matters,
including obtaining one of the largest false
advertising verdicts ever on behalf of PBM
Products in a March 2010 decision that found
Mead Johnson liable for falsely claiming that
its Enfamil infant formula provided superior
nutrition compared to store brand infant
formula manufactured by PBM.

Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy

The New York office of Milbank Tweed
Hadley & McCloy offers clients a full range
of domestic and international financial legal
services. Tracing its roots back to 1866, the
firm also operates domestic locations in the
key markets of Los Angeles and Washington
DC, as well as eight offices throughout
Europe, Asia and South America. The firm
recently successfully represented Citigroup
and JPMorgan Chase in an action involving
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tort and fraudulent transfer claims against
various lenders and investment banks that
entered into credit agreements with or
underwrote securities issued by Adelphia
Communications. The plaintiff alleges these
bank defendants aided and abetted officers
and directors of Adelphia in fraudulent
activity and in breaches of fiduciary duty, and
initially sought over $5 billion in damage
claims. Milbank prevailed on motions to
dismiss the vast majority of the claims
pending against its clients.

Securities heavyweight James Benedict
continues to reap the bulk of the recognition
as one of the figureheads at the firm, but peer
feedback is on the rise for other firm players
as well, most notably Scott Edelman, who, in
addition to appearing as lead partner on the
aforementioned  Adelphia case, also
represents Marc Kirschner, a trustee of the

Gregory Diskant and Steven Zalesin
represented Johnson & Johnson’s subsidiary,
Centocor, in an arbitration the client brought
to regain distribution rights to the drugs
Remicade and Simponi, which have been
granted to Schering via a distribution
agreement but entitled Centocor to regain the
rights if Schering underwent a change of
control, which did occur when Merck
acquired Schering in 2009. The case was tried
to an arbitration panel in October 2010, and
in April 2011, Merck agreed to return
exclusive distribution rights to the client in
certain specified countries.

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison

Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison
continues its enviable reign as the firm to beat
in the New York market. Unanimous peer
support keeps the firm’s sterling reputation

“One peer jokes ‘You do not want to meet Randy Mastro [of
Gibson Dunn] down a dark alley. But you REALLY don’t to meet

him in a lighted courtroom. 44

Refco Litigation Trust, in pending litigation
in which Kirschner alleges that various
entities and individuals associated with the
private equity firm that controlled Refco
following a 2004 leveraged buyout breached
their fiduciary duties to Refco by ignoring
numerous red flags indicating that Refco was
engaged in substantial fraudulent activity.
Kirschner seeks $1 billion in damages, and
the trial is set for later in 2011.

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler has crafted
itself a litigation presence that is composed of
“consistent quality.” Elaborating further on
this, one peer offers, “You’d be tempted to
call Patterson Belknap ‘boutiquey’ but unlike
most boutiques, which involve a one-star
system around which the lesser ‘satellite’
lawyers revolve, this firm has quality across
its entire bench.” The firm has especially
enjoyed success in niche areas like intellectual
property and antitrust, and, thanks to the
rising profile of future star Daniel Ruzumna,
it is also coming into its own in the white-
collar crime enforcement area.

Robert LoBue has been involved in several
other newsworthy matters as well over the
past year, including representing Wells Fargo
and Wachovia against massive antitrust
claims concerning credit card fees, which
could, if upheld, radically change the
structure of these processing fees. LoBue’s
prowess is supported by client feedback; one
satisfied client says, “If you want someone
who’s going to waste your time, look
elsewhere. Bob LoBue gets it done — he does
not start bumbling around willy-nilly and
does not cower behind a fortress of excuses.”

aloft, and one competitor bluntly states,
“They don’t always win, it just feels like they
do.” Clients are not short on acclaim for the
firm either, with one candidly issuing, “Paul
Weiss is involved in some of the most high-
stakes, cutting-edge litigation to be found
anywhere. And we should know — we’re the
ones bringing it to them!” Another client
goes on to enthuse, “If I have a bet-the-
company case on my hands, I’'m not calling
anyone but Paul Weiss. And why? Because of
their depth. No matter who is handling my
case, I can be sure it will be done so with the
utmost finesse.”

Brad Karp receives a generous amount of
commendation for his defense of financial
institutions and corporations in complex
securities and commercial matters, as well as
his representation of financial institutions
and other clients before the SEC. Karp’s
impressive roster of plum clients includes
Citigroup, who Karp recently managed to
clear of $7 billion worth of claims lobbed
against it concerning a dispute over
Citigroup’s involvement in the equity
transaction of music company EMI. Mark
Pomerantz also generates a healthy level of
peer mentions and he, along with Karp, has
also been attending to high-profile matters
for Citigroup as well as Bank of America.
Securities and commercial future star Claudia
Hammerman is referenced as a “brilliant
strategist,” and once again, Theodore “Ted”
Wells receives unanimous and exuberant peer
reverence for possessing “so many essential
trial lawyer traits: charm, polish, persuasive
arguments, and a magnetic charisma. Many
want to hang with Ted Wells, but few can.”
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Proskauer Rose

Within the last year, Proskauer Rose’s New
York office has seen a move to a new address
with upgraded facilities and has also seen a
rising profile; peers acknowledge various
partners throughout the firm’s many practice
areas, and clients chime in with praise for the
firm’s overall litigation prowess. One
satisfied client confirms, “Proskauer lawyers
combine depth of experience, creative
problem solving, superior responsiveness and
a clear result-oriented focus.” The firm
boasts a broad and diverse client roster that
includes everything from business community
mainstays like investment banks to
household names like Lady Gaga, Pepsi,
Major League Baseball Properties, and other
A-list celebrities, sports figures and brands.
Another client raves, “They are prompt and
thoughtful in their interactions with the client
and all have an extraordinary work ethic.
They also work tirelessly to keep client costs
down.”

Commercial litigator Gregg Mashberg
receives client comment as “a think-outside-
the-box strategist who provides excellent
customer service.” Stephen Ratner receives
numerous peer mentions for  his
interdisciplinary and regulatory work for
financial institutions. Within the last 12
months, he is responsible for triumphing on
behalf of Prudential Financial in a massive
securities class action. Antitrust, securities,
and appellate litigator Robert Cleary
represents the former CFO of Lehman
Brothers in a series of ongoing investigations
by regulatory and enforcement authorities
focused on the demise of Lehman Brothers,
as well as in numerous private civil actions
arising from Lehman’s collapse. Lawrence
Weinstein and Brendan O’Rourke actively
pursue matters concerning trade secret, false
advertising and Lanham Act claims, and a
client offers, “Brendan and Larry are very
business-focused and client-savvy. They work
hard on cases given and care a lot about the
business relationship. Larry is very eager and
bright, and Brendan is easy to work with —
meets deadlines and doesn’t overspend.”

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Litigation-only juggernaut Quinn Emanuel
Urquhart & Sullivan has left an indelible
stamp on the New York market, much to
Wall Street’s chagrin. Litigators reference the
firm on an almost unanimous basis, and one
even concedes, “I think I speak for several
lawyers when I say that I often go to sleep
hoping that when I wake up, Quinn Emanuel
will just go away. Of course when I do wake
up, they’re in my face and seem stronger than
the day before.” With no corporate practice,
the firm has freed itself to sue financial
institutions with unprecedented gusto.
However, the firm does also conduct defense
work for certain select institutional clients as
well.

Kathleen Sullivan is revered as an
“appellate superstar.” Sullivan spearheaded

an important victory for Wyeth in the US
Supreme Court, which held that a federal
statute preempts state law causes of action
based on theories of defective design in
governmentally approved child vaccines.
Appellate, securities, and white-collar
specialist Faith Gay was also involved in this
case, and Gay continues to draw her own
peer recognition for being “a zealous
warrior.” Securities specialist Peter Calamari
has been representing MBIA in its pursuit of
litigation against Countrywide and other
banks that issued toxic mortgage loan
instruments. Also acting as counsel to MBIA
is Philippe Selendy, who is commended by
peers for being “really intellectual, a perfect
complement to, and atypical of, the ‘street
fighter” style of other Quinn lawyers.”

Another securities litigator, Michael
Carlinsky counts AIG among his clients, and
in August 2011, he led the client in a $10.5
billion suit against Bank of America, alleging
that the bank misrepresented the quality of
underlying loans and violated underwriting
standards when it coaxed AIG to invest $28
billion in nearly 350 ill-fated mortgage-
backed bonds.

Shearman & Sterling
While a full-service firm, Shearman &
Sterling is respected most for its high-level
appointments to matters of the securities and
white-collar and FCPA enforcement variety.
The firm has been a news presence since it
was plucked to counsel the Galleon hedge
fund in ongoing criminal and civil litigation
following a widely reported, headline-
grabbing insider trading scandal, perhaps the
largest of its kind, which led to managing
partner and founder Raj Rajaratnam’s arrest
in October 2009. Most recently, in March
2011, the Supreme Court granted Shearman
& Sterling’s motion to dismiss a suit filed by
a former investor relations executive at
Galleon. The plaintiff, who had been laid off
along with most Galleon employees after the
insider trading cases were filed, sought to
recover significant bonus payments and other
compensation allegedly guaranteed to him.
The Galleon matters have been primarily
attended to by Litigation Group leader
Stephen Fishbein, who is namechecked as
“the top FCPA practitioner outside of
Washington,” and by securities and white-
collar star Adam Hakki, to whom a growing
number of peers are giving the nod as “the
real new force at Shearman now.” Stuart
Baskin continues to be recognized as “big
time!” by his peers, and practices mergers
and acquisitions litigation, securities
litigation, bank regulatory and antitrust
matters. Herbert Washer concentrates on the
defense of matters involving securities,
derivatives and commodities. He represents a
major Swiss bank, as well as an executive at
the bank, in connection with several criminal
and regulatory investigations into its
involvement in the collateralized debt
obligations and credit default swap markets.

THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO AMERICAS LEADING LITIGATION FIRMS & ATTORNEYS 321

Sidley Austin

Chicago-based Sidley Austin has been
expanding its New York footprint of late,
with an ever-swelling stable of recognized
talent. A recent coup for the firm was its
poaching of Utah transplant and antitrust
and securities heavyweight Gary Bendinger
from the doomed Howrey in December 2010.
“Gary is a first-class guy, [he has] a lot of
know-how and common sense that is only
acquired through experience. He cuts
through the bull, you’ll know if you have a
case with him,” commends an enthusiastic
peer. Bendinger did not arrive alone; Gregory
Ballard and Kevin Burke also jumped
Howrey’s sinking ship along with Bendinger,
migrating an established and formidable
team to Sidley’s New York outpost.

Several New York-based Sidley partners
have cultivated a niche in attending to
matters involving the robust emerging market
of China. Robert Pietrzak represents Merrill
Lynch and UBS Securities in a pending
securities class action brought in the Southern
District of New York by investors in the $1
billion initial public offering of American
Depositary Shares issued by a Chinese online
game developer. Working with Pietrzak on
this matter is Andrew Stern, who is tipped by
peers for “making a name for himself.” Stern
has several other high-profile litigation
appointments to his credit, including
representing the Bear Stearns entities in an
adversary proceeding pending in the
Bankruptcy Court for the District of
Delaware against claims arising from the
termination of repurchase transactions in
complex  mortgage-backed  securities.
Antitrust lawyer Joel Mitnick is representing
the Ministry of Commerce of the People’s
Republic of China in a class action alleging a
price fixing conspiracy in China by four
manufacturers of Vitamin C, pending in the
Eastern District of New York.

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett commands a
formidable degree of recognition and acclaim
from peers who describe the firm as
“consistently terrific, jam-packed with
talent” and note that it has “particular
strength in securities and insurance.” The
firm earns rave reviews from clients as well.
“We ‘aimed to have the best possible
assistance,” says a client. “We would
certainly use Simpson Thacher again for our
most sensitive and complex issues.”
Barry Ostrager is roundly acknowledged by
his peers for his acumen and in securities and
especially in insurance. A peer confirms,
“Barry’s senior status catches many younger
opponents off guard. They think they can
whip him, and they find out the hard way
that they’re wrong — Barry’s still a demon
litigator.” Ostrager recently represented a
relation to the king of Jordan in a contract
dispute against a former partner who
allegedly secured lucrative US defense
contracts and subsequently swindled the
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client out of a third of the profits their
company that were earned from these
contracts. In July 2011, Ostrager secured a
$28.8 million verdict for his client. Michael
Chepiga is revered for his prowess in
securities litigation, class actions, derivative
actions, and corporate control litigation.
Chepiga represents present and former
officers and directors of Lehman Brothers in
connection with a number of actions
eventual
bankruptcy filing of Lehman Brothers,
including putative securities and ERISA class
securities
“lynchpin” Bruce Angiolillo heads a team
representing affiliates of The Royal Bank of
Scotland in a variety of actions pending in
federal or state courts pertaining to the sale
of billions of dollars in securities issued in
securitization of

concerning the collapse and

actions. Often-mentioned

connection with the
residential mortgage-backed securities.

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

The New York headquarters of Skadden Arps
Slate Meagher & Flom remains one of the
city’s largest firms and most familiar names
among the legal community. “Skadden
observes a peer. The
litigation capacity of the New York office
made news twice in July 2011 when it
obtained the dismissal of the last of 10 years’
worth of cases against Citigroup alleging that
plans offered by the client and its subsidiary
by forcing some
participants to forfeit unvested shares, and
any wages they would have received instead
of those shares, if they quit the company

]

continues to impress,’

violated labor laws

before the two-year vesting period.

Jay Kasner continues to draw praise from
peers for his “awesome securities talent and
enviable book of clients.” Kasner has
represented or is representing Merrill Lynch
and Bank of America in securities, derivative
and ERISA-related litigation; Deloitte &
Touche in class-action litigation arising out of
subprime-related issues at American Home
Mortgage; more than 50 underwriters of
more than 40 offerings of Citigroup securities
in securities class-action litigation; the

underwriters of multiple offerings

securities of Deutsche Bank AG and Barclays
plc.; and the former CEO of Bear Stearns in
litigation relating to such issues. Working
with Kasner on several of these cases is Scott
offers,
“Essentially if there’s a financial litigation
that comes out well at Skadden, it’s going to
be largely because of Scott. He may not the
first guy on the shortlist like Kasner but he’s
doing a lot of the legwork, and it’s top-notch
work. He’s done great work for Merrill and
gotten them out of a number of major

Musoff, about whom a peer

matters.”

Sullivan & Cromwell

The New York office of Sullivan & Cromwell
draws praise from the legal community on a
nationwide basis and across a wide spectrum
including antitrust,

of practice areas,
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securities, white-collar, and international
arbitration. The firm’s international
arbitration segment did take a hit in January
2011, when “suave superstar” James Carter
departed for Dewey & Leboeuf. However,
Joseph Neuhaus has “picked up the baton”
and moved into a more prominent role in the
international arbitration arena. Neuhaus was
responsible for a July 2011 triumph for
Argentina’s central bank, Banco Central de la
Republica Argentina, in a decade-old case in
which bondholders have been trying to claw
back the money they have been awarded in
judgments when the country defaulted on
$80 billion in debt. On appeal at the Second
Circuit, Neuhaus successfully thwarted
efforts by two claimants to obtain $105
million held at the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York by Argentina’s central bank, which
was previously granted to the claimants by a
Manhattan district judge.

Gandolfo “Vince” DiBlasi, who has been
on the collective tip of fellow litigators’
tongues on a constant basis, and Michael
Tomaino, who is referred to as “smart and
thorough” by peers, are called upon as
standout all-purpose litigators. Samuel
Seymour and Karen Patton Seymour
meanwhile are niche specialists the white-
collar and enforcement capacity. “Of course,
Sam Seymour and Karen Seymour are very
highly regarded in what they do,” asserts a
competitor. Robert Giuffra represents UBS in
responding to a variety of regulatory
inquiries, investigations and private litigation
arising from the recent financial crisis and
losses related to mortgage-backed securities.
Peers call Giuffra “tactical, talented — now
here’s a thinker and a strategist.”

Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz

Although Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
operates out of its one and only office in New
York, the firm’s prestige resonates
throughout several landmark litigation
matters that are national and in some cases
even global in scope. The firm is especially
noted for its prowess in facilitating cases
involving  bankruptcies, mergers and
structured finance. “They march to the beat
of their own drum, but what a beat!”
observes a peer. “Their business model just
seems impenetrable.” The firm is composed
of a stable of “clear winners at every level,”
from the most senior talent of Herbert
Wachtell and Bernard Nussbaum to the
younger contenders like Stephen DiPrima and
Jonathan Moses. The firm made news in
August 2011 when John Savarese successfully
moved to dismiss a $19 billion suit against
client JPMorgan Chase by the liquidation
trustee of Bernard Madoff Investment
Services.

Lawrence Pedowitz garners a robust level
of recognition and accolades from peers for
his representation of securities firms,
investment banks, defense contractors,
pharmaceutical companies, law firms and
corporate officers. Eric Roth has been

involved in several landmark cases involving
mergers and  acquisitions, including
defending the legality of obtaining specific
performance of a merger agreement on behalf
of a selling corporation and enjoining a
defensive restructuring on behalf of a hostile
bidder, which gained worldwide notoriety as
the “poison pill” tactic. Praise is also strong
for the “brilliant and quirky” Theodore
Mirvis, about whom peers confide, “You
don’t want to get into it with Ted Mirvis. He
is a superior intellectual mind who can argue
anything — in or out of court — and he will
beat you.”

Recommended firms

Anderson Kill & Olick

Anderson Kill & Olick maintains a special
focus on insurance and in that regard, it is
unique in that it often litigates against
insurance companies. The firm is dedicated to
policyholder-only matters, and in this
capacity, the firm is keeping clients very
satisfied: “Their experience representing
policyholders, the wvarious articles the
members of the firm publish about insurance
coverage disputes, and their reputation in the
risk management community all played a
part in choosing them.” Robert Horkovich
has obtained over $5 billion in settlements
and judgments from insurance companies for
his clients over the past decade. One client
cheers, “Based upon my vast experience in
the field of insurance recovery work, I can
say without hesitation that Bob Horkovich is
one of the finest — if not the finest — attorney

in this field.”

Chadbourne & Parke

Chadbourne & Parke has reached truly
international status, with offices worldwide,
but is its star litigators are housed in its New
York City headquarters. Scott Balber, who
litigates on behalf of plaintiffs and
defendants, is championed by a peer as
“whip smart and street tough. He has both
tools needed to really get into the guts of a
case.” Clients also voice appreciation for
Balber, claiming, “He has provided
outstanding professional support and
results.” Peers also acknowledge Oliver
Armas as a “real contender in international
arbitration. You’ve got to watch for him!”
Clients applaud Armas’ “strategic thinking,
regional expertise and language skills,
attention to detail.” Litigation department
head Thomas Riley is commended for his
acumen within the firm’s celebrated products
liability team, which includes notables
Phoebe Wilkinson and Gregory Loss.

Cooley

San Francisco-based Cooley has made
significant inroads in the New York litigation
community since opening up shop in
Manhattan in 1958 via a merger with
Kronish Lieb Weiner & Hellman. In June
2010, the New York office ramped up its
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litigation team further with the addition of
Kathleen Parkenham, a tax litigator with
extensive federal tax and procedure
experience. While peers continue to
acknowledge securities and white-collar
veteran Alan Levine as the established
“warhorse,” it is also noted that white-collar
and securities litigator William Schwartz is
“the real star over there now. He’s great on
his feet, and he’s going to be the next
successor to the throne.” Also recommended
is Celia Barenholtz, who handles a wide
range of complex commercial and intellectual
property litigations and arbitrations.

Covington & Burling

The New York office of Washington DC-
based Covington & Burling has experienced
dynamic growth since its establishment in
1983. In this office, Andrew Ruffino focuses
on complex commercial litigation, disputes
over corporate control, securities law, and
insurance coverage disputes. “You can’t go
wrong with Andy Ruffino, I go out of my
way to recommend him,” enthuses a peer.
Competitors also give the nod to securities
lawyer Mark Gimbel, who led a team that
secured a dismissal of litigation against
luxury real estate agency Traditions
Management arising out of a $26.5 million
investment made by a hedge fund, which
sued Traditions for fraud, conversion, and
breach of contract when the market declined
sharply in 2008.

Curtis Mallet-Prevost Colt & Mosle
Founded in New York in 1830 and still
headquartered there, full-service firm Curtis
Mallet-Prevost Colt & Mosle is unique in
that its focus is largely on matters and clients
that are international in scope. Peers mention
Eliot Lauer, who has tried criminal and civil
cases involving commodities fraud, securities
fraud, and many other commercial
transactions. Lauer led a team that obtained
a December 2009 decision to uphold
litigation claims filed against Banc of
America Securities by client Citco Fund
Services stemming from an underlying action
brought in 2005 by a group of local and
foreign investors seeking to recover losses
arising from the liquidation of Lancer
Offshore and OmniFund The investors
claimed that former directors and
accountants of the hedge funds, along with
Citco and BAS, defrauded them.

Dechert

While based in Pennsylvania, peers call
Dechert “a dynamic, hard-charging group”
in the New York litigation market. The firm
has particularly made strides with respect to
securities litigation, where Andrew Levander,
a former Assistant United States Attorney for
the Southern District of New York in the
Securities and Commodities Fraud Unit, has
been praised on a unanimous basis. The
staggering level of accolades Levander
attracts can perhaps be succinctly summed up

in the by one issued by a revered competitor:
“Andy Levander is gold-standard, A-1. I'd
hire him if T were in a jam.” Levander’s
“blue-ribbon” client base includes John
Thain, former CEO of Merrill Lynch, J Ezra
Merkin and his management firm Gabriel
Capital, and the Board of Directors of
Lehman Brothers.

Jones Day

A national firm, Jones Day’s New York
presence is on the rise, thanks largely to the
firm’s  triumphing in some recent
groundbreaking matters. In a year that has
been streaked with pivotal wins at the
appellate level, New York-based appeals star

Kirkland & Ellis

Since national firm Kirkland & Ellis lost
revered intellectual property guru John
Desmarais in 2010, others in its New York
intellectual property team have been carrying
the torch high. Most notable among these is
Dale Cendali, who represents Apple in a
copyright proceeding brought by ASCAP in
which the music licensing agency was asking
for a determination of the appropriate
royalty to be paid for a blanket license to
Apple covering the public performance of
musical works created by ASCAP’s members
via Apple’s various mediums. The case settled
on favorable terms. Products liability star Jay
Lefkowitz represents Baxter Healthcare and

“A client enthuses, ‘If | have a bet-the-company case on my

hands, Pm not calling anyone but Paul Weiss. And why? Because

of their depth. No matter who is handling my case, I can be sure

it will be done so with the utmost finesse.
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Meir Feder lays claim to one of them: in June
2011, Feder successfully argued on behalf of
client Goodyear Tire & Rubber and affiliates
at the US Supreme Court, triumphing in
obtaining reversal of a decision issued in
North Carolina state court, which would
have held Goodyear liable for wrongful death
claims filed by the parents of North Carolina
teenagers who were killed in a bus accident
while travelling overseas. The Supreme Court
held that the tires at issue had never been
distributed in North Carolina and therefore
the sales in North Carolina did not suffice to
create the substantial connection between the
state and the Goodyear affiliates necessary
for general jurisdiction.

Kaye Scholer

Headquartered in New York since 1917,
Kaye Scholer is known for its intellectual
property and products liability litigation
practices but, with the rising profile of Peter
Haveles, is also gaining prominence in the
commercial  litigation  arena.  Aaron
Rubinstein claims a victory representing
Bank of America in litigation worth $411
million against American Electric Power
concerning the rights to hundreds of millions
of dollars in natural gas that had been owned
by an Enron subsidiary, for which both the
client and the defendant took security
interests, with the defendant attempting to
claim a superior interest in the wake of the
Enron bankruptcy. The court ruled in Bank
of America’s favor in October 2010. Leora
Ben-Ami has considerable intellectual
property experience advising a wide array of
companies in the medical device,
biotechnology and chemical industries. In the
products liability field, Jay Mayesh is
specifically identified by peers as the firm’s
undisputed leader.
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Teva Pharmaceuticals in cases stemming from
a 2008 hepatitis outbreak in that resulted in
more than 250 lawsuits brought by plaintiffs
alleging that they infected with the disease
when they were treated at endoscopy clinics
in Las Vegas where medical professionals
used dirty needles and/or syringes in
administering defendants’ injectable
anesthetic Propofol.

Latham & Watkins

While its origins lie in California, the New
York office of Latham & Watkins is its
biggest location, comprising 350 of its total
attorneys. The New York office is connected
to nearly every investment bank on Wall
Street. In December 2010, it was announced
that Miles Ruthberg and Jamie Wine would
be representing Ernst & Young in the cases
New York state attorney general Andrew
Cuomo brought against the Big Four
accounting firms for allegedly perpetrating a
massive fraud by misleading investors about
the financial health of Lehman Brothers.
From the New York office Mark Beckett
attends to international arbitration matters,
appearing in hearings worldwide. The firm
did lose international arbitration future star
Dan Tan this year, however, when Tan left to
form his own international arbitration
boutique in June 2011.

Linklaters

Another UK-based “Magic Circle” firm,
Linklaters continues to make inroads
throughout the New York market while
retaining its international prestige. Indeed,
the New York office’s core litigators practice
in a largely global capacity, with a specialty
focus on FCPA and white-collar criminal
investigations and enforcement matters. A
client testifies, “We use many law firms
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across the world and we continue to believe
that the world-class team at Linklaters has an
edge in the most difficult and complex
litigation cases.” Litigation department head
Lawrence Byrne is widely respected among
peers in the securities community. Byrne
represents BAE Systems in a criminal
investigation by the US DoJ and a subsequent
plea agreement involving conspiracy to make
false statements to the US Government, and
in a derivative lawsuit filed by a holder of
BAES’® American Depositary Receipts in
federal district court. James Warnot
represents Air France in a number of major
antitrust matters involving its air cargo and
passenger businesses. Joseph Armao is
someone who, according to peers, “has been
around and made a name for himself” in his
capacity of FCPA and other enforcement
matters.

Mayer Brown

The New York office of Chicago-
headquartered national mainstay Mayer
Brown remains popular with clients. One
offers, “I have retained many of the largest
corporate specialist law firms in New York
City. In this area, I think Mayer Brown stands
out. Their service and commitment are
unparalleled.” Peers, too, commend the New
York office for “making the breakthrough in
a very competitive market.” Senior statesman
Richard Steuer continues to receive numerous
mentions from peers, and a noticeable
contingent is also weighing in on behalf of
Joseph De Simone, who represented several
senior officers and directors of AIG in the
massive securities and derivative actions
brought against AIG and several other
defendants in the United States District Court
for the Southern District of New York and
the Delaware Chancery Court. The securities
matters were settled in the summer of 2010
and the derivatives matters later in the fall.

McDermott Will & Emery

McDermott Will & Emery’s New York office
opened in 1988 through a local acquisition and
currently hosts over 150 lawyers representing a
broad range of regional, US and international
clients. Litigation department head Banks
Brown is currently representing the American
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (ASPCA) in a high-profile action
against the Leona Helmsley trust in which the
ASPCA is challenging the interpretation of an
$8 billion trust created by the late Leona
Helmsley, namely the court ruling that holds
that trustees can distribute the trust’s funds at
their own discretion and do not necessarily
have to provide any such funds to dog
charities.

Morrison & Foerster

Headquartered in San Francisco, Morrison &
Foerster has gained prominence in New York
since setting up its second-largest office there
in 1987. Securities veteran Jack Auspitz
represents clients including TheStreet.com,
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deCODE Genetics, and Saba Software,
among others who have been taken to task in
a large securities class action in which
investors accused prominent securities
underwriters and high-tech firms of illegally
pumping up post-IPO stock prices by
requiring initial purchasers to acquire more
shares at higher prices after trading
commenced. The firm obtained favorable
settlements, although notices of appeal have
been filed. Handling this matter with Auspitz
was future star Joel Haims, who also takes
the lead in representing certain former Bear
Stearns employees in a securities fraud class-
action lawsuit arising from the sale of $38
billion of mortgage-backed certificates
between 2006 and 2007.

death of a child. In the Buffalo office, Samuel
Goldblatt, who also practices in
Massachusetts, concentrates his practice in
products liability, toxic torts, and complex
commercial and environmental cases. He is
national counsel for The Dow Chemical
Company in numerous matters across the
country involving alleged exposure to vinyl
chloride monomer.

O’Melveny & Myers

The New York office of O’Melveny & Myers
has been abuzz with change lately, to both the
firm’s benefit and to its potential detriment.
Bradley Butwin was plucked to be Chairman
of the firm in July 2011, and he is still
appreciated by his clients, who enjoy his

£ ‘A peer concedes ‘I think | speak for several lawyers when |

say that I often go to sleep hoping that when I wake up, Quinn

Emanuel will just go away. Of course when I do wake up, they’re

in my face and seem stronger than the day before
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Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason Anello &
Bohrer

Boutique firm Morvillo Abramowitz Grand
Tason Anello & Bohrer prides itself on being
exclusively devoted to litigation, with a
particular emphasis on white-collar crime
and  securities  matters.  “Morvillo
Abramowitz is on the threshold of the top
tier. Their practice is narrow but their
quality is high,” voices one peer. “The fact
that you may not hear as much about them
could be a testament to their success — they
are keeping their clients very happy by
keeping their legal woes off the radar.” In
particular, Elkan Abramowitz is esteemed by
the community for being “shrewd and yet
very straightforward. He presents very
convincing arguments because he himself
comes across as believing in his position.” In
March 2011, Robert Anello won the
dismissal of all claims against a well
regarded private wealth management
company brought by three former investors
who sought to hold the client liable for the
reduction in their portfolios’ profits
following the exposure of the Bernard
Madoff Ponzi scheme.

Nixon Peabody

Nixon Peabody is one of the few ranked
firms that not only caters to the New York
City community, but also to the smaller but
still significant markets like Long Island,
Rochester, Buffalo and Albany. Beyond New
York, the firm also maintains a presence in
New  England, California, Illinois,
Washingt